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Colby- -An Educational Triumph For Maine
More than 8,000 contributors have shared in the most 
courageous undertaking in modern American college his­
tory—building the newest campus, and one of the most 
beautifully-located in the Nation, atop Mayflower Hill in 
W aterville: A progress report.
B y  Richard N ye D yer
Maine  has been partn e r in an edu­cational trium ph. Twenty years 
ago Colby College received a w arn­
ing. In essence it said, “ You must 
move to a new site if you are to con­
tinue your high educational stand­
ards.” Its  campus in downtown 
W aterville had become hemmed in by 
railroads, highways and the Ken­
nebec. A fre igh t yard and pulp mill 
were on its d o o r s t e p  — its once- 
picturesque site smothered by the in­
dustria l age.
There was no choice. Colby elected 
to move and today, rising  on its new 
site atop Mayflower Hill a t the out­
sk irts of the city, is one of the most 
a ttractive  campuses in the Country. 
F ifteen buildings are up; six more 
underway. Others are  planned. Al­
ready investm ents of over five and 
a half million dollars have been made 
by 8,000 individuals in this dream 
college development. Maine and her 
citizens have had a m ajor share.
F irs t chartered in 1813 and di­
rected to commence “a fte r expiration 
of the present w ar w ith G reat B ri­
ta in ” the college was founded as the 
Maine L ite rary  and Theological In ­
stitution. Actual operations began in 
Ju ly  five years later.
Colby, a name acquired in 1867 
honoring a g rea t benefactor, G ardner 
Colby, owes its e x i s t e n c e  to the 
fa th e rs  of the B aptist Church in 
Maine. Fourteen of its twenty-one 
sponsors were B aptist m inisters, the
rem aining seven prom inent B aptist 
laymen.
The Reverend Jerem iah Chaplin, 
pastor to a B aptist congregation in 
Danvers, M assachusetts, became Col­
by’s first president. His great, g rea t 
grandson is a member of the present 
freshm an class, as is the great, g rea t 
grand-daughter of G ardner Colby.
The records of those early years 
give cause for astonishm ent when 
compared w ith the Colby of today. 
The catalogue of 1822 reports an en­
rollm ent of 17 and a faculty  of four. 
Tuition was $16 a year; the ren t of a 
dorm itory room, $12. But most s tr ik ­
ing was the charge for board, $1.35 
a week. This included washing and 
m e n d i n g !  S tudents heated their 
rooms by wood-burning stoves. The 
very best hard  wood, the catalogue 
states, sold for $1.25 a cord.
Times have changed indeed! To­
day Colby has an enrollm ent of over 
a thousand (since 1871 the college has 
been co-educational) ; a faculty  and 
staff of approxim ately 300. Heaven 
only knows w hat a w inter’s supply of 
cord wood would cost.
A report w ritten  on behalf of the 
college in 1822 (printed by the P o rt­
land A rgus)  and aimed a t winning 
support for the still struggling insti­
tution foretold some of the achieve­
m ent th a t was to be hers.
“And should the Sem inary receive 
a due share of public patronage,” it 
predicted, “ it will, in all probability,
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This scale model of the new M ayflower H ill campus shows how it 
will look when completed. F ifteen  of the buildings are built and six 
more are underway.
become in process of time an institu ­
tion of g rea t im portance and con­
tribu te much to the promotion of 
litera tu re  and religion, not only in 
the S tate  of Maine, but in our coun­
try  generally.
“The location of th is college is ex ­
cellent. W aterville is one of the 
healthiest towns in the State. Be­
sides the country around it, for a 
g rea t distance in almost every direc­
tion, is very fertile. Hence the s tu ­
dents can board a t a very cheap rate . 
F u rthe r as this college is situated on 
the Kennebec and only tw enty miles 
above Hallowell it has an easy and 
cheap communication by w ater with 
Boston.”
It m ust be remembered th a t as late 
as 1841 W aterville was only a re ­
mote country village on the stage line 
between A ugusta and Bangor.
T he modern Colby continues to 
treasu re  th a t past. She has not 
broken with it but ra the r joined its 
traditions and accomplishments with 
the challenge and opportunities of to­
morrow.
The g rea t figures of her history are 
being commemorated on Mayflower 
Hill. Many of these memorials are 
already a reality ; others, such as the 
Lovejoy Building, have yet to rise.
The Lovejoy project will honor a 
Colby graduate, E lijah  P arish  Love­
joy, 1826, an American m arty r to the 
Freedom of the Press. Lovejoy lost 
his life defending his righ t to pub­
lish the tru th  as he saw it. As a 
n e w s p a p e r  editor he campaigned 
vigorously against slavery. Twice his 
presses in Alton, Illinois, were de­
stroyed—but not his pen or his wis­
dom. I t  took a th ird  raid  and a bullet
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to do tha t. Im petus for the Lovejoy 
Memorial has come from  a committee 
of newspaper publishers. Over two 
hundred journals nation-wide have 
contributed tow ards it.
And there ai’e other ties on May­
flower Hill w ith the past—the old col­
lege fence, for example. W herever 
possible these things th a t have m eant 
so much to Colby men and women 
have been transp lan ted  to live again.
Soon the Paul Revere bell will be 
moved from the old campus to the 
new. I t  will receive perhaps the 
same spontaneous welcome accorded 
it 130 years ago.
“The completion of the first college 
building,” a student of th a t day wrote, 
“was signalized by the arrival of a 
bell from  Boston. As it  was rung 
from its perch in a wagon, on its way 
from the boat through the main street 
to the campus by enthusiastic stu ­
dents it seemed to peal out a glad 
prophecy th a t henceforth the college 
intended to make a noise in the 
world.”
Colby has “made a noise in the 
world,” particu larly  the educational 
world. The decision of the college to
move from downtown W aterville to 
Mayflower Hill in 1930 created not 
only a s tir  among educators, it 
created skepticism. There were those 
who said it ju s t couldn’t  be done.
But Colby had no other choice—a 
verdict handed down by a S tate- 
sponsored Survey of Education said 
so. And in blunt language.
“If  it (Colby) is to continue to 
offer high quality collegiate work, the 
lim itations which the site and present 
buildings pu t upon its program  of 
service m ust be removed . . . The rec­
ommendation, then, is th a t Colby Col­
lege should move to a larger more de­
sirable site.”
A m ighty stern  order for a college 
th a t boasted no g rea t wealth and for 
one th a t had grown, prospered, and 
contributed for 130 years amid the 
same surroundings. I t w asn’t easy. 
Here was a fully equipped campus. 
Here were trad ition , results. F o rtu ­
nately there were a t Colby’s helm 
courageous trustees and an energetic, 
far-sighted leader, P resident F ranklin  
W. Johnson.
I t was a staggering assignment. I t  
m eant abandoning the old campus in
A n  unusual feature of the new campus is this artificial pond, used 
fo r  swimming during warm m onths and skating in  the W inter. I t  
has been named Johnson Pond.
Lorimer Chapel, the first building to be erected on the new campus. 
The taped trees are part of a landscaping memorial to the late 
Cyrus H. K. Curtis, given by his daughter, M ary Curtis Zimbalist 
of Camden and Philadelphia. The chapel honors the late George Hor­
ace Lorimer, fam ed editor o f the Saturday Evening Post.
downtown W aterville and s ta rtin g  out 
anew on undeveloped lands. And this 
was a decision made a t the depths of 
the depression. L ittle wonder the 
move has become known as “A Ven­
tu re  of F a ith .”
Had it not been for the devotion 
and generosity of thousands, and p a r­
ticularly  those from Colby’s paren t 
community, W aterville, and her be­
loved S tate of Maine, the new May­
flower Hill campus would never have 
been realized.
Again and again these loyalties 
have been backed with action. Twice 
within two decades citizens of G reater
W aterville have rallied with sub­
stan tia l g ifts. Last Autumn they 
contributed $100,000 to help complete 
Colby’s minimum building require­
ments. In 1930, the community 
raised a sim ilar am ount to purchase 
the Mayflower Hill site and deeded it 
to the college.
The new location was not entirely 
unfam iliar to Colby men and women. 
A section of it, known as Beefsteak 
Grove, a clump of pines, had for ages 
been a favorite picnic spot fo r stu ­
dents.
Such was the s ta r t  of the new Colby 
—a rebirth  in its own community.
6 THE PINE CONE
B rief consideration had been given to 
moving away from  W aterville, but as 
the New York Herald-Tribune  noted, 
there could be no such move “w ith­
out unravelling a thousand ties of 
sentim ent th a t more than  a hundred 
years of life in common have woven.”
T h is  new  location for Colby was a 
superb choice. I t is high enough to 
look over miles of Kennebec County; 
isolated enough to assure complete 
un ity ; and yet sufficiently close to 
W aterville to make town-and-gown 
relations working and meaningful.
The opportunities th a t were pre­
sented to Colby, its architect, and ad­
m in istrators were g rea t ones — and 
they have been met. Most colleges, 
as had the old Colby, have grown, ex­
panded, and developed w ith the times. 
But there has been a lim it to the ir ex­
pansion and, in many cases, there has 
been no development plan, no con­
sistency in architecture. Old build­
ings were r e m o d e l e d ,  converted, 
“made-to-do.” On Mayflower Hill 
there has been none of tha t. The col­
lege has been able to take advantage 
of the advances of construction, 
science, and education to model an 
ideal campus—and more than  th a t, it 
has sufficient room to expand if the 
occasion ever demands it.
Colby's plans were evolved by Jens 
F redrick Larson, official advisory 
architect for the Association of Amer­
ican Colleges, and well-known for 
m any outstanding college and uni­
versity developments, including the 
American University a t Cairo, Egypt, 
the Tuck School of Business Adminis­
tration  a t D artm outh, a new campus 
presently underway a t Wake Forest, 
buildings a t Lehigh, Bucknell, and 
many, many others.
The first unit on the Mayflower 
Hill campus was the Lorimer Chapel, 
given by the late George Horace Lor­
imer, Colby 1898, who was for nearly 
forty  years editor of the Saturday  
Evening Post. It honors the memory 
of his fa the r, the Reverend George 
Claude Lorimer, m inister of Tremont 
Temple, Boston, one of the leading 
B aptist preachers of the 1890’s.
Since construction of the Chapel 
five dormitories have been added, a 
magnificent library, science building, 
athletic field -house, women’s gvm-
The Miller L ibrary, w ith its tower 
reaching 180 feet into the air, m ak­
ing it the tallest building in the State. 
From  the balconies, a tremendous 
panorama of much of Central Maine 
is visible. (See Front Cover)
nasium and union, men’s union, two 
fra te rn ity  houses, veterans’ ap a r t­
ments, playing area, tennis courts, a 
hockey rink, football field, baseball 
diamond, even a six and a half acre 
artificial lake — to say nothing of 
roads, trees, landscaping and other 
lesser projects necessary to convert 
the form er farm  land into beauty and 
utility.
Several more structu res are now 
underway — a biology-geology build­
ing, four fra te rn ity  houses and a wo­
men’s dormitory. Once these are 
realized Colby will have met its min­
imum campus requirem ents. All s tu ­
dents will be on Mayflower Hill and 
the downtown plan t in W aterville 
which has been used in p a r t during 
this transition  will be closed down.
There are, of course, other build­
ings sought — such as the Lovejoy 
Memorial — and college authorities 
do not intend to let up one bit in their 
efforts to add the final elements to
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L e ft:  Dr. J. Seelye Bixler, center, Colby's president, frequently  
lends the students a hand in such odd jobs as here, grading fo r  a 
walk. Present Colby students can tell their children how they worked 
w ith their own hands to help build the new campus. R igh t: Dr. 
Franklin  W. Johnson, kneeling, Colby's president-emeritus and guid­
ing spirit fo r the new campus, takes part in an Arbor Day project in 
fro n t of the W omen’s Union building.
this ideal campus. They are, how­
ever, frank  to adm it the problems of 
obtaining funds and m aterials in these 
inflationary t i m e s  m ust first be 
solved.
Two of the most strik ing  units are 
the new Keyes Science Building, dedi­
cated last Autumn, and the Miller 
L ibrary, opened in 1947. Both are 
superbly equipped and offer the very 
finest in their fields. The L ibrary, 
incidentally, is the tallest building in 
Maine, surpassing the S tate Capitol 
in A ugusta by several feet.
P resent construction is under the 
capable direction of H egem an-H arris, 
Inc. of New York. This firm bui’t 
two of the Rockefeller Center sky­
scrapers, the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier in Arlington, the H arvard  
Business School campus, and hun­
dreds of other projects.
From a building standpoint one of 
the unusual results has been the de­
velopment of a special brick for the 
job. These are now known in the 
trade as a “ Colby Brick.” They are 
characterized by a wide range of
warm colors, irregu lar surface tex­
ture, and g rea t strength . The pro­
ducer is the Morin Brick Company of 
Danville Junction, Maine.
There is, of course, the p itfall of 
becoming so involved and pleased with 
the m aterial features of an institution 
th a t its prim ary  goal becomes over­
looked. This has not been the case a t 
Colby. Under the stim ulating leader­
ship of its president, Dr. J. Seelye 
Bixler, an e m i n e n t  educator and 
philosopher, Colby has m aintained its 
high scholastic standards and has 
ever widened its educational fronts.
Dr. Bixler has expressed it sound­
ly in saying, “These buildings are not 
ends in themselves but ra th e r tools 
for the attainm ent of a more effective 
type of education. We have set out 
to achieve a community of adventur­
ous minds who will find constant ex­
citem ent in books and the ideas they 
offer and will get a tremendous thrill 
out of the task  of pu tting  ideas to 
work. The Mayflower Hill campus 
has been functionally planned to ac­
complish ju s t th a t.”
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Is Bridgton Bewitched?
Here is a story w ritten by a girl who was born and grew 
up in Bridgton. She tells why she likes the town and the 
people in it. In her words, take it or leave it—you’ll never 
forget this town.
B y  Barbara T urner
W a r n in g ! I f  you like to live in the city, don’t read this! You 
m ight wake up some morning to find 
yourself thaw ing a frozen w ater pipe 
in a cussedly built, north bathroom or 
crawling up a roof in below zero 
w eather to chop off backed up ice th a t 
has loosed a small N iagara in your 
bedroom, or looking in dismay a t  a 
dwindling bank account and wonder­
ing how you ever got the idea a sum­
mer hotel could carry  you through a 
W inter’s hibernation.
“ O kay!” you say. “ If  I don’t like 
it, I can always leave!”
Aha! There, my friend, you are 
wrong! Or, if  you manage to wrench 
away from Bridgton, you’ll leave a 
little  of your heart, and you’ll have 
to come back for it, or always have 
th a t little b it of emptiness.
Take, for instance, the dapper, 
young medic from  Chicago, complete 
with silk topper and morning coat, 
who stepped off the narrow  gauge cars 
in the year 1887, and looked disdain-
The Swansons thought Bridgton “a peaceful little town” and es­
pecially liked the elm and maple arched streets.
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Robert Braun chose Bridgton because of this beautiful view from  his 
location on the Highlands. Looking across Highland Lake, Pleasant 
M ountain is on the le ft and the entire Presidential Range can be seen 
in the near distance.
fully a t the little, unprogressive 
Maine town where he m ust suffer a 
year of medical apprenticeship.
Almost sixty years la ter Dr. Abbott 
was laid to rest in a pine bordered 
Bridgton cemetery, having been presi­
dent of th a t railroad (now hauling 
cranberries on Cape Cod) which first 
transported  him to his fate , president 
of the bank, chief comedian for thea­
tricals: a local character sloppily a t­
tired in cap and overalls with vest and 
coat bulging with bottles, stethoscope, 
and blood pressure k it: a little man 
with a flowing white mustache, tw in­
kling blue eyes, and gentle humor 
whose competent, com forting hands 
had delivered a thousand babies and 
eased countless pain without benefit 
of a hospital.
“ Well,” he would say leaving a sick 
room, “mix th a t two drops to the tea­
spoon, and take every half hour. If 
th a t doesn’t  do the trick, let us know, 
and we’ll guess again .”
He didn’t have to stay. Many times 
he could have gone to the city and 
specialized in obstetrics which he 
loved. But, for some reason, he 
couldn’t  leave.
Bridgton has been doing this to peo­
ple ever since, and probably before. 
Why? Life here isn’t  one of beer and 
pretzels. I t ’s fa r  from a Utopia. The 
people of Bridgton are the first to tell 
you w hat an uncooperative, unpro­
gressive place it is. But they don’t 
leave.
Among themselves they’ll roast it 
to the rooftops! They’ll cuss the cli­
mate, the weather, the town adm inis­
tration , the school authorities, the 
young people, the old people, the toler­
ance, the snobbishness, the hospital, 
those who live in the “upper village,” 
those who live in the “lower village,” 
the “people from away,” the people 
they think are making money, the 
people they think aren ’t, the Metho­
dists, the Congregationalists, the 
Catholics, the Adventists, and the 
Jews! There isn’t anything about 
Bridgton but w hat its people will cuss 
up and down, and round and out, and 
four ways to Sunday. But they don’t 
leave. Cussing is a sort of Yankee 
love song, and the person they cuss, 
they’ll take their sh irt off for if he 
needs it.
Well, le t’s talk  with some of the 
people who came of the ir own volition, 
and who haven’t left even if they 
found “th a t peaceful life in the coun­
try ” wTasn’t  all champagne, and find 
out why.
Take Ray and Carole McFee. 
They’re still p retty  new here, and 
struggling with an in fan t hotel busi­
ness. They’re still full of pep and gin­
ger and they see the wonderful op­
portunities Bridgton is fritte rin g  
away. If  it w asn’t  for this new blood 
th a t comes in and gives it a shake, it 
m ight, too. Every year as the new­
comers begin to settle to the point of: 
“ Can’t  go out tonight; got my shoes
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off” some new blood comes along; and 
gives it a prod.
This works well both ways, because, 
I wonder if the town began to bustle 
with a business-before-everything- 
policy, some of its charm wouldn’t 
suffer. On the other hand, w ithout a 
prod, it m ight become a Rip Van 
Winkle.
Like most everybody the McFees 
came for th a t quiet country life. Why 
are they still here?
“Well, for one th ing ,” Ray says, 
“ it’s the lake. We eat breakfast and 
look up the lake to Mt. W ashington. 
The sun hasn’t hit anywhere yet but 
th a t white peak rising  into the sky, 
and turned it all rose. Below are the 
green pines, the gray  and white foot­
hills, and the lake. I t ’s worth working 
hard to live w ith.”
The lake Ray is ta lk ing about is 
only one of a mess of them scattered 
in Bridgton by the glacier; it runs 
smack down into the village streets 
and ends by a little pine picnic grove 
and public swimming beach, so near 
not a person in town can’t walk to it. 
In the w inter i t ’s good skating, and 
good fishing all year ’round.
The Swansons came here too, be­
cause they happened to drive through 
and thought it was a pretty , peaceful 
little town. I guess they especially 
liked the elm and maple arched High 
S treet up by the Civil W ar monument 
with those big, square, solid, Victorian 
houses, and, probably, they got out as 
fa r  as Moose Pond.
Moose Pond is about five miles from 
the village, and I can imagine coming 
on it for the first time, i t ’s a little 
overpowering. Out of the woods you 
run bingo into the middle of a lake. A
long, stone causeway cuts the lake in 
two. so th a t on one side it stretches 
fa r th e r  than  you can see through roll­
ing hills to Denmark, and on the oth­
er, it  rounds up into the Sweden hills. 
Across from you, rising  righ t out of 
the lake is P leasant Mountain. I t ’s a 
long monadnock th a t looks like a big 
hound dog lying along the shore with 
his head stretched out on his paws. 
And, if you catch it in its autum n 
m antle of reds, and golds, and ever­
greens, suspended between blue sky 
and deeper blue lake, you’re going to 
wonder if your eyes a ren ’t playing 
tricks on you.
A fter you’ve lived here a while, you 
may not even mention it when you 
skim across the causeway to the ski 
slope on the Mountain. But i t ’ll be in 
your soul, and some day, say when 
you’re away, you’ll find yourself s ta r­
ing a t Radio City or the George W ash­
ington Bridge and thinking, “T h a t’s 
not so much. You ought to see w hat 
we’ve got up home.” And you’ll find 
you’ve got to get back to be sure i t ’s 
as lovely as you remember. And it is.
Well, John and E lsa bought a store 
and a house. John shoots his deer 
each year in his own back yard, fishes 
on the lake bordering his property, 
and skis on the hill down to it. I guess 
th a t’s w hat Elsa m eant when she told 
me the th ing  about Bridgton they 
liked is, “ You’ve got everything in 
your own back yard .”
Mrs. Robbins has been here only a 
short time. “ I like the people,” she 
said, “they’re so friendly.”
“ I ’m certainly glad to hear th a t,” I 
said. “ Most people, I ’m afraid , find 
us a little stiff, a t first, and hard to 
know.”
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O n l y  ft f r a m e  i s  n e e d ­
e d  f o r  M r s .  C l a r e n e e  F .  
S p i n n e y  a n  d V e r n o n  
S t a c k h o u s e .
Klondike
Night
B y  W illiam A. H atch 
P ine Cone S ta ff Photographer
K r i d g t o n  h a r k s  b a c k  t o  t h e  G o l d  
I t n s l -  D a y s  o f  t h e  ’4 0 e r s  f o r  i t s  a n n u a l  
w i n g d i n g ,  K l o n d i k e  N i g h t ,  h e l d  in  t h e  
t o w n  h a l l  e v e r y  S p r i n g  a m i d s t  d e c o r a ­
t i o n s  o f  s a l o o n s ,  s i x - s h o o t e r s  a n d  o n e -  
a r m e d  b a n d i t s .  On t h i s  n i g h t  b e a r d s ,  
b u s t l e s  a n d  s i l k  t o p p e r s  a r e  d o n n e d ,  
d i g n i t y  i s  d o f f e d  a n d  t h e  g i n g e r a l e  
f l o w s  l i k e  w a t e r .
R i g h t ,  ‘D i a m o n d  I . i l '  S e a r l e s  s a > s  t h e r e ' s  
g o l d  in  t h a t  t h e r e  o f l i e e .  I ? e l o w ,  l e f t :  C o s ­
t u m e s  o f  e v e r y  d e s c r i p t i o n  a r e  o n  d i s p l a y  
d u r i n g  t h e  G r a n d  M a r c h  a s  t h e  t o w n  t u r n s  
o u t  t o  m a k e  t h i s  o n e  o f  tin* m o s t  i m p o r ­
t a n t  e v e n t s  o f  I l r i d g t o n ’s  s o c i a l  s e a s o n ,  
l l e l o w ,  r i g h t :  C o s t u m e  p r i z e s  w e r e  w o n  
t h i s  y e a r  b y  R a y  M e P h e e ,  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  
H o l i d a y  I n n ,  M r s .  P a u l  M a e k i e  a n d  D r .  
a n d  f i r s .  H e n r y  H u d s o n .  B e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  
l a d i e s  i s  P a u l  G i l l  o f  P o r t l a n d  R a d i o  S t a ­
t i o n  W C S I I  w h o ,  a s  ‘I n e l e  H e z z y , ’ s e r v e d  
a s  m a s t e r  o f  c e r e m o n i e s .  R i l l  W a l k e r ,  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  
s p o n s o r  o f  K l o n d i k e  n i g h t ,  a w a r d s  t h e  
p r i z e s .
She laughed. “ I ’ve lived in a lot of 
places,” she said, “and I ’ve found if 
you go half way, you don’t have much 
trouble.”
T h a t’s it too. Most of us are a little 
shy, although we wouldn’t  adm it it. 
We don’t w ant to be laughed a t as 
hicks, and we go cautiously. S trange 
to say, i t ’s the same with “people from 
aw ay.” They don’t  know the ropes, 
and they don’t  w ant to be laughed a t 
either.
Our telephones, for instance, come 
in for some laughs on both sides. We 
have modern hand sets, but you have 
to tu rn  a crank on a little box to get 
Central. People from away find this 
both quaint and confusing. H arry  
Shorey, who is Editor of the Bridgton 
News (and I w ant to tell you about 
tha t, too), likes to tell the story of the 
New York lady who came in, and 
asked to use the phone. He told her
how to use it, but, a fte r  a time, she 
came out and said she’d turned and 
turned th a t little handle, but nobody 
answered. According to H arry  she’d 
been tu rn ing  the pencil sharpener.
Central is one th ing  th a t comes in 
for a good deal of knocking. But let 
me tell you about Central and see if 
you could duplicate it in a city.
One day a friend wanted to reach a 
slight acquaintance in a city. She 
knew they didn’t  have a phone, and 
she knew only the general section of 
the city where they lived, and th a t 
the people next door had a phone and 
were named Clark. She told Central 
all this, and, in less than  six minutes, 
she had her party .
Now I ’m going to tell you about 
“The News.” I t ’s six pages, and ft 
comes out once a week, usually on 
F riday, but sometimes on Saturday, 
if the Linotype is being temperam en-
Highland Lake runs smack down into the village of Bridgton.
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Editor H arry Shorey
tal. H a iry  took it over from his fa th ­
er, a Civil W ar m ajor. H arry  was 
one of those who went away, and had 
to come back, and he can w rite as 
good an editorial as you’ll find any­
where.
A lot of people like to laugh a t the 
news: “ So-and-so bought a new cow” 
and such, you know. Maybe i t ’s not 
world events, but you can read those 
in any paper. They are im portant 
things th a t happen to people you 
know. If  you’re away, especially in a 
foreign land, nothing can look better 
than mail w ith a “Bridgton News.”
You won’t  find any scandal in it. 
If the incident is mentioned, the names 
are mercifully missing, and some­
times, the juciest piece isn ’t  even 
there.
“A hell of a way to run a news­
paper!” you say.
“ If you can’t speak well of your 
neighbor, don’t speak,” says H arry, 
“unless i t ’ll do some good.”
T h a t’s it. Everybody, you see, is 
your neighbor here, w hether you like 
it or not.
The piece I liked best in the news 
was ju s t five words. It shows w hat is 
im portant to people up here, and w hat 
they have time to appreciate. All it 
was, was this, “ Sunday was a beauti­
ful day,” like tha t. How about it, 
huh?
“ Doc” Taylor, one of our dentists, 
unlike most people, came for the busi­
ness opportunity as well as country 
life. Usually there are more people 
than business opportunities and th a t’s 
why most everybody has more than 
one iron in the fire. A lot, aside from 
their regular business or profession, 
ren t a few camps or boats, or cut 
some wood lots or timber. Usually 
they do most of their own repairing, 
and even a lot of the women are fair- 
to-middling carpenters, or plumbers, 
or electricians. Nobody minds soil­
ing his hands w ith labor.
Most everybody is a jack of a good 
many trades, and a m aster of some. 
This lends, not only to a sound con­
versing knowledge of a good many 
things and a constantly developing 
ingenuity, but to a substantial feeling 
of competence, security, and reliance 
in self. There’s nothing much healthier 
for self respect than  to know you can 
take care of most things th a t come 
your way, and, if you can’t, your 
neighbor’s ready to help, and some 
day you’ll help him. I guess th is is 
w hat leads to th a t rugged individual­
ness and th a t uncooperativeness th a t’s 
cussed. Everyone knows from expe­
rience his own ideas a ren ’t  so bad, 
and natu ra lly  ideas are bound to d if­
fer.
Doc Hudson, our newest doctor, was 
talking about his own profession, but 
it was about this very thing. He gave 
up a good city practice, took a sizable 
cut in income to come here. Why?
“To get away from specialization,” 
he says.
“W hat’s the m atter with specializa­
tion?”
He laughed. “ Dr. Mosher used to 
say, ‘The only trouble with specializa­
tion is specialization.’ ”
“ You like g.p. work then?”
“ You bet. You find up here a doc­
to r’s got to rely on himself, be ready 
to do a lot of things he used to rele­
gate to the nurse. He’s got to carry  
a complete and ready outfit and de­
pend on himself alone for all sorts of 
things. I t keeps a man on his toes.”
“ W hat else?”
“I like the freedom from rush. Take 
driving. In a city you rush from one 
patient to another in a stream  of tr a f ­
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fic, beating lights. You’re nervous and 
keyed up. You don’t  have a chance to 
think.
“ Up here it may be five or ten miles 
between patients. You drive along 
through woods, meet an occasional 
car, look off across a lake to the moun­
tains. You get a chance to think 
things out. Many tim es the answer 
has come between patients. You have 
more time to know the patien t as an 
individual. You sit and talk, maybe 
drink a cup of coffee. Often the ta lk ­
ing does more good than  medicine.”
“A nything else?”
“ You don’t have to dress up. That 
makes clothing cheap and com fort­
able.”
I laughed. Doc had dropped in a f ­
te r  supper on his way to a hospital 
staff meeting (the hospital is a legacy 
to present doctors from Dr. Abbott’s 
sweat and persistence). He was w ear­
ing an open collared wool sh irt, and 
slacks tucked into leather-topped rub­
bers.
“ I know,” I said. “I ’ve a cocktail 
dress I ’ve had a year, and worn once. 
I don’t  care if I never w ear it again .”
“W hat about your kids?” (Doc has 
four.) “Don’t you think they’re miss­
ing something in their form al educa­
tion?”
He snorted. “W here else,” he asked, 
“could a m other call up the Superin­
tendent of Schools, and have him re­
port, w ithout hesitation and with in­
terest, the individual problems and 
progress of her child?
“ I like the way the m erchants tre a t 
kids too, as if they remember when 
they  were kids. They talk  things over 
with them, help them out. They don’t 
ac t as if the kids were try ing  to put 
something over on them. A kid has 
freedom here too. He can learn to fish 
and hunt, ski, skate, and swim with­
out too much supervision. He can 
keep pets. He’s treated  like a person 
in his own rig h t.”
“ You think he grows up with some­
th ing  th a t will stand by him then, 
even if he misses some of the cultural 
and social niceties.”
“ You bet,” he said. “And as for cul­
ture, I ’ve found more time to read, 
more in terest and need to keep up on 
things than in the city where I could
ju s t send a patien t to another special­
ist. I t ’s sure w orth a cut in income.”
Not everybody who adopts Bridgton 
has to w orry about the ir income. 
Some are prominent, and wealthy, 
business men. But th e re’s a disad­
vantage to th a t too: their interests 
keep them away from Bridgton more 
than they like.
Take Robert B raun; he’s one of the 
best known business men in the coun­
try , a director and officer of all sorts 
of organizations. “ I chose Bridgton,” 
he says, “because of the beautiful 
view from  my location on the Ridge, 
and its nearness to Portland. A fter 
tw enty years, I know of no other place 
I would exchange it for, and I am 
envious of no one.”
T h a t’s a wonderful th ing : to be en­
vious of no one. And i t ’s a wonderful 
th ing too, to think th a t a man who 
could afford to live about anywhere 
in the world has chosen your town.
Dot Stackhouse likes the nearness 
to city shopping areas too. She and 
Clayt run a boat building business and 
both their paren ts have separate cot­
tage and hotel businesses. “ You’re in 
a small town, in the country,” she 
says, “and yet in an hour you can be 
in a city, Portland or Lewiston. I 
think th a t’s marvelous.”
Well, it is. Because, aside from 
specialized shopping, if you go to 
Portland, it also means you’ve come 
from the foothills of the mountains, 
and are a t the coast. If  you hanker 
for sea air, you’ve got long, sunny 
beaches, or rocky, spruce-clad cliffs.
H ere’s your culture, too. Portland 
has an excellent small symphony and 
well stocked book shops. Each year its 
concert series bring the best a r tis ts  in 
the country, and two or three good 
road shows hit the place a year. There 
is an a r t  gallery w ith several galleries 
reserved for traveling  exhibits. In 
Lewiston, Bates College opens its lec­
tu re series to the public. If you yen 
for a taste  of the la rger towns again, 
two hours by tra in  from Portland and 
you’ll be in Boston, or, the same time 
by air, will take you to New York.
In the Summer one of the best 
equipped summer theatres in the coun­
try  is in the neighboring town of 
H arrison, and the music colony there
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Typical of Bridg ton’s m any small and diversified industries is W. W. 
W alker and Son’s shop nestled in this peaceful setting. Here knotty  
pine reproductions of early Am erican furn iture are made by the 
W alkers and their craftsm en.
is more than generous with its talent. 
The famous, and near famous of many 
walks, who spend their Summers in 
the vicinity, are fa r  too numerous to 
mention, and, if a little more intellec­
tual conversation is your desire, for 
the most part, they’re willing to oblige.
As one housewife said, “We wouldn’t  
possibly move out, and deprive our 
friends of a place to come on their va­
cations. On the other hand, we haven’t 
any place to go. We’ve got it all righ t 
here.”
Maybe, Mr. Searles said it for all 
of us whether here by birth , volition, 
or both. The Searles gave up a good
income in New Jersey for the uncer­
tain  one of a small store. Why?
“Because we like it ,” says Mr. 
Searles, simply and decisively.
Well, is Bridgton bewitched then? 
No, I don’t think so, but it certainly 
is bewitching. Its fau lts, probably, 
a ren ’t  unique; neither are its virtues. 
I t ’s simply a happy combination of 
people, tempo, and location which 
places most needs a t your fingertips, 
if you’re willing to do a little work for 
them, and meet things, as Mrs. Rob­
bins said, half way. I t ’s the one place 
I know where you can most nearly 
“eat your cake, and have it too.”
To Mrs. E dward Carlson of Gorham goes the honor of 
finding the first fam ily nest of w inter wrens ever seen on 
Audubon Peninsula of Hog Island, off Bremen, where the 
first Audubon Camp for summer bird study was estab­
lished in 1936. Maine bird lovers will th rill to the account 
presented in the M ay-June issue of Audubon Magazine.
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The Maine Alpine Club
By  P. G. Canham
1V/Tountain climbers do not all go on 
-*■*■*• expensively outfitted expeditions 
to conquer Mt. Everest or en trust 
themselves to the famous guides of 
the Alps. Nor are m ountain climbers 
confined to those who think only in 
term s of glaciers, vertical ascents and 
“rope w ork” and consider the year 
lost th a t sees not a t least one “first 
ascent.”
M ountains there are th a t may still 
be climbed by any one in good health 
and with reasonable woods experience, 
yet who is neither an ice expert nor a 
rock expert. Many such mountains 
are to be found in Maine and may be 
climbed without arduous preparation  
and specialized equipment. To the in­
creasing number of Maine natives and 
visitors who like this kind of moun­
tain climbing, the story of the past 
fifteen years of the Maine Alpine Club 
may be of interest.
The Maine Alpine Club of Lewiston- 
Auburn, an organization of am ateur 
m ountain climbers, was formed in 
March, 1936, and has made a busy 
career of its favorite sport ever since, 
except when w ars have slowed down 
its activities.
Each year a program  of climbing 
trip s  has been carried out. There are 
few m ountain tops in the southwestern 
p a rt of Maine th a t have not been 
visited. A list of them would be long, 
and would include all the highest ones, 
from mile-high K atahdin down to 
numerous middle-sized and smaller 
ones. Here are some of th e m : K atah­
din, Old Speck, Sugarloaf, Abraham , 
W ashington and Wild Cat in New 
H am pshire, Baldpate, Goose Eye, 
Caribou, the two Royces—E ast and 
West, the two Bear M ountains—one 
in H artfo rd  and the other in W ater­
ford, the two Speckleds—one in Peru 
and one in Stoneham, Pleasant, Rag­
ged Jack, Tumbledown, Blue, and 
many, many others.
The custom has been to meet a t 
some appointed place on a Sunday 
morning and there to divide the party
into groups so th a t each automobile 
will have its quota of passengers and 
no more cars be taken than necessary. 
And so forw ard—to the base of the 
mountain. There is never any for­
m ality or regim entation in climbing 
a mountain. Everyone goes his own 
g a it but natu ra lly  the members of the 
party  break into small groups, so th a t 
no one is absolutely alone. The groups 
are continually changing, as the 
climbers sh ift for sociability’s sake. 
Lunch is a t the summit or back a t 
the cars, according to the individual 
tastes and appetites.
Now th is article will not try  to 
glamorize or analyse the sport of 
mountain climbing. E ither you like it 
or you do not. If  you like it, you know 
th a t you find satisfaction, inspiration, 
joy, and exhilaration which fa r  ex­
ceed the discomfort, heat or cold, ach­
ing limbs and other handicaps th a t go 
with climbing. Why this is so is hard 
to explain, but th a t is the way it is! 
Alpine Club members can look back to 
many, many happy trip s  and remem­
ber the pleasure of reaching some out­
standing summit, and forget the 
weary muscles and the sweat and the 
black flies and mosquitoes.
Sometimes the Alpine Club trip s 
are two-day affairs. When they 
climbed Aziscoos, for instance, up near 
the New H am pshire line, members 
used the barracks of the Union W a­
terpow er Company as headquarters 
for overnight. A t K atahdin, they used 
the B axter S tate P ark  lean-tos.
Nobody ever got lost on any of 
these trips. Nobody ever broke a leg. 
In fact, no casualties ever have been 
reported, unless one counts falling  in­
to a brook or some such m isadventure. 
The members are not the cliff-scaling, 
rock-climbing type. They would not 
attem pt Mt. Everest or Mt. McKinley. 
But the challenge of the m ountains 
in Maine is enough to try  the endur­
ance and stam ina of the average man 
and woman, and offers a rew ard equal 
to th a t experienced by those finally
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achieving the high icy summits of 
world-renowned peaks.
T he founders of the Maine Alpine 
Club were its present Executive Sec­
re ta ry  Stanley B. Attwood, city edi­
tor, and Edward L. Penley, editorial 
w riter, of the Lewiston Daily Sun. 
Its membership consists of many 
classes of people—working people, a 
few professional people, executives, 
teachers, etc.
For constructive work, the Club in 
1941 cut a new tra il about three plus 
miles long, from Littlehale Clearing 
on Sunday River Road to the easterly 
ridge of Goose Eye Range and half a 
mile along the ridge to the southerly 
peaks of Goose Eye. This work was 
begun by Attwood, Penley and John 
Kern of Auburn. The object was to 
provide a more accessible tra il to 
Goose Eye from the east. I t was 
given the name of “The Robertson 
T rail,” in honor of the late A rthur 
Robertson of A uburn, who was an 
early  and very enthusiastic member 
of the Alpine Club.
But the most im portant project of 
thq Club is the maintenance of a sec­
tion of The A ppalachian Trail. It 
may not be necessary to explain here 
about The Appalachian T rail, as it is 
very well known, but it may be men­
tioned th a t it is a 2000-mile “footpath 
in the wilderness” from K atahdin in 
Maine to Mt. Oglethorpe in Georgia. 
Each year there is required a certain 
amount of work to keep the Trail in 
good condition. This has to be done 
mostly by volunteers who donate their 
services. Sometimes an individual 
m aintains a section of the T rail and 
sometimes the work is done by some 
such organization as the Alpine Club, 
the Bates College Outing Club, or the 
U niversity of Maine Outing Club.
The particu lar p a rt of the Trail 
sponsored by the Maine Alpine Club is 
a section from Grafton Notch (where 
the T rail crosses the highway from 
Newry to Upton) to a point where the 
T rail crosses E ast B Hill Road from 
Andover to Upton. This is not a long 
section, only 7.2 miles, but it  is plenty 
rough. It goes up over Baldpate 
Mountain, a rugged specimen with 
two peaks and a col between. Most 
of the tra il is through woods, but
there is plenty of it th a t is above 
tim berline, where it is marked by rock 
cairns and white pain t blazes on the 
ledges. Not only does the Club m ain­
ta in  the T rail but the two lean-tos on 
the section are kept repaired and in 
shape for the use of hikers and climb­
ers. These lean-tos are three-sided 
log affairs w ith raised floors covered 
with fir boughs for sleeping. There 
are fireplaces for cooking and com­
fort. Everyone knows how muc1 com­
fo rt and pleasure there is in an out­
door fire when it is safe and well pro­
tected !
Credit m ust be given also for this 
work to the Boy Scouts, Explorer 
class, who have done much tra il work 
in the past two or three years, taking 
over whenever and wherever the Al­
pine Club could not get a t the job.
T hat is the brief story of the Maine 
Alpine Club, a story which could be 
elaborated to include details of many 
trip s  and descriptions of many moun­
tains. The Club’s present roster of 
officers includes: E lm er A. Shaw, 
president; Oswald Sparsam , vice- 
president; Mrs. Corrine Cole, secre­
ta ry ; H arlan  L. Cole, trea su re r; 
Stanley B. Attwood, executive secre­
ta ry ; and Ovide J. Theberge, chair­
man of T rail committee.
The Club has been fortunate in hav­
ing in the membership G. H erbert 
W hitney, an am ateur photographer of 
outstanding talent. His pictures of 
activities of the Club as well as of 
scenery have added much to the in­
terest and enjoyment of all who have 
seen them.
Besides Mr. W hitney’s pictures, 
Stanley Attwood has made a rem ark­
able collection of enlarged photo­
graphs. These are mounted and finely 
decorated by his own skill. They in­
clude not only pictures of m ountains 
the club has climbed but of groups of 
climbers in action and a t rest, as well 
as others th a t are very clever and 
amusing. The legends and descrip­
tions are unusual examples of clear 
and artistic  pen work. This collection 
is outstanding in its subject m atter 
and m anner of presentation. It has 
been exhibited in Maine on numerous 
occasions.
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L. L. Bean, “ D. S. D.”
(Doctor of Sportsm en’s Difficulties)
By  W illiam A. Hatch and Richard A. H ebert
M a i n e  is  p r o u d  o f  1,. L .  B e a n .  I t i s i n g  f r o m  h u m b l e  f a r m  o r i g i n s  in  a  
s m a l l  w e s t e r n  M a i n e  t o w n ,  h i s  m o n u m e n t  t o d a y  i s  a  $ - . 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l  
b u s i n e s s  w h i c h  s e n d s  s p o r t i n g  g o o d s  i t e m s  b y  m a i l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  N o r t h  
A m e r i c a n  C o n t i n e n t  a n d  t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  H i s  b i o g r a p h e r s  
s o m e  d a y  w i l l  d w e l l  u p o n  b a s i c  Y a n k e e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  h o n e s t y  a n d  i n g e ­
n u i t y  a s  h a v i n g  b u i l t  u p  t h i s  m a j o r  F r e e p o r t  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  p a s t  4 0  
y e a r s .  T h e  f a i l  s t o r y  w o u l d  t a k e  a f a i r - s i z e d  b o o k .  H e r e ,  w e ’v e  t r i e d  t o  
c a p t u r e  in  t h i s  p i c t u r e  a r t i c l e  s o m e  o f  t h e  s p i r i t ,  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  “ i n t a n ­
g i b l e s ”  t h a t  h a v e  b r o u g h t  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  w i d e l y - k n o w n  o f  a l l  M a i n e  
c i t i z e n s  t o  t h e  p i n n a c l e  o f  h i s  f r u i t f u l  c a r e e r .
A b o v e  s h o w s  “ I,.  I , .”  c h e e k i n g  o v e r  a  t y p i c a l  s t a c k  o f  m o r n i n g  m a i l ,  
m a k i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  n o t e s  o n  i n d i v i d u a l  o r d e r s  c h e c k e d  a g a i n s t  h i s  f a ­
m o u s  t w l e e - a - y e a r  c a t a l o g u e .  F r o m  h e r e  w e ’l l  g o  w i t h  ” 1,. L .”  f r o m  
o n e  e n d  o f  h i s  r a m b l i n g  p l a n t  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  a s  h e  p e r s o n a l l y  f i l l s  o u t  a  
t y p i c a l  o r d e r — s o m e t h i n g  h e  h a s  d o n e  f o r  m a n y  t h o u s a n d s  o f  c u s t o m e r s .
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T o p  l e f t  i s  t h e  f r o n t  M a i n  
S t r e e t  v i e w  o f  t h e  I i.  L.. ICean  
p l a n t  a n d  s a l e s r o o m  o n  U .  S.  
l i o n t e  1 in  F r e e p o r t .  H i s  i s  
t h e  o n l y  p l a n t  o f  i t s  k i n d  in  
t h e  N a t i o n ,  w h i c h  c h u t e s  i t s  
p a c k a g e s  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  
r e a r  o f  a  p u b l i c .  C l a s s  1 p o s t -  
o f l i c e .
A t  m i d d l e  l e f t ,  “ I,.  Li’s ”  m a i l  
• • g i r l s ”  s o r t ,  c h e c k ,  a n d  r o u t e  
t h e  m o r n i n g  m a i l ,  c a l l i n g  h i s  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  u n u s u a l  i t e m s .
B e l o w ,  “ L .  L .” s e l e c t s  a  l i g h t  
f l y r o d  f o r  h i s  m i d - w e s t e r n  
f r i e n d ,  a  d o c t o r ,  w h o s e  o r d e r  
h e  i s  f i l l i n g .  H e  a n d  K i l l  G r i f -  
f in ,  t a c k l e  b u y e r ,  f i n a l l y  s e t t l e  
o n  “ B e a n ' s  D o u b l e  L ”  s p e c i a l  
r o d .
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m o c c a s i n  s e w e r ,  s h o w s  
w h y  h e  b e l i e v e s  t h e  D o c t o r  
w i l l  l i k e  t h i s  s p e c i a l  e l k -  
t a n n e d  n in e .
A t  u p p e r  r i t t h t ,  “ L .  I, .”  l i a s  
D i c k  S t i l k c y ,  s a l e s r o o m  m a n ­
a g e r ,  s e t  u p  o n e  o f  K e a n ' s  i m ­
p r o v e d  l iK h tw 'e ip rh t  d e e r  ( a n d  
d u t l l e )  c o l l a p s i b l e  c a r r i e r s ,  
w h i c h  t h e  D o c t o r  w a n t s  t o  
t a k e  w i t h  h i m  o n  a  l i m i t i n g  
t r i p .
A t  c e n t e r  r iK l i t ,  C h a r l e s  S t i l ­
k c y ,  a n o t h e r  v e t e r a n  e m p l o y e ,  
p u t s  f a n c y  s t i t c h i i i K  o n  a  p a i r  
o f  c a n o e  s h o e s  o r d e r e d  b y  t h e  
D o c t o r ,  w h i l e  b e l o w ,  “It. I t.” 
p e r s o n a l l y  s e l e c t s  a s e t  o f  s o f t  
l e a t h e r  t o p s  f o r  t h e  f a m o u s  
l l r a n  “ M a i n e  H u n t i n g ;  S h o e , ”  
w h i c h  M r s .  H i l d a  W h e e l e r  i s  
s t i t c h i n g .
T h e  D o c t o r  w a n t e d  s o m e  s p e c i a l  s t r e a m e r  t i i e s  t i e d ,  s o  “ U. L ,”  t e l l s  
S e w a l l  M u c W i l l i a m s ,  h e a d  o f  t h e  I I y - t i e i n g  s h o p  a b o u t  i t .  A t  r i g h t ,  
a b o 'v e ,  “ L.  I , .”  a n d  D a n  S n o w ,  c o m p a n y  a u d i t o r  t e s t  o u t  s o m e  p l u g s  a n d  
s p i n n e r s  f o r  t h e  D o c t o r  in  t h e  s p e c i a l  t a c k l e  s p i n n i n g  t a n k .
O u t  in  t h e  p a c k a g i n g  r o o m ,  
a t  r i g h t ,  “ L.  I,.”  m a k e s  a  f in a l  
c h e c k  o f  t h e  D o c t o r ’s  o r d e r  
a n d  s t a c k s  e v e r y t h i n g  in a 
n e a t  p i l e  f o r  t h e  w r a p p e r s .  
F r o m  t h e  w r a p p i n g  “ a s s e m ­
b l y  l i n e , ”  b e l o w ,  p o s t a l  f e e s  
a r e  q u i c k l y  c o m p u t e d  a n d  t h e  
p a c k a g e s  m o v e  l»y c h u t e  t o  t h e  
s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s t -  
o f t ie e ,  o n  t h e  f l o o r  b e l o w ,  
w h e r e  I’ l i i l i p  H a t c h  a n d  I t i c l i -  
a r d  W a d e ,  p o s t a l  c l e r k s ,  t a k e  
o v e r  f o r  U n c l e  S a m .
“ L. I..." m e e t s  f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a l l '  »o s e t  u p  p o l i c i e s  
a n d  m a k e  d e c i s i o n s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s .  T h e  c o m b i n e d  b r a i n s  o f  
t h e  g r o u p  a s s u r e  a s m o o t h l y  M o w i n g  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  p r i v a t e l y ,  t h e y ’r e  a l l  
e m p h a t i c  t h a t  “ L .  L . ” i s  t h e  “ bis? w h e e l ”  a n d  h i s  j u d g m e n t  a l w a y s  h a s  
p r o v e n  t h e  s o u n d e s t .  L e f t  t o  rig- li t  a r e  E r n e s t  G r i l l i n ,  h a r d w a r e ;  H i l l  
G r if f in ,  t a c k l e ;  “ L . I. .” , D a n  S n o w ,  a u d i t o r ;  a n d  R a l p h  H a l l ,  s h o e  m a n a g e r .
L .  L .  I l e a n ,  I n c . ,  e m p l o y s  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  JtH! e m p l o y e s  in  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
t h a t  b r e a t h e s  t h e  “ h a p p y  f a m i l y ”  i d e a .  “ L . L . ”  l i s t s  h i s  b u s i n e s s  a s  “ l e a t h ­
e r  a n d  c a n v a s  s p e c i a l t i e s . ”  H i s  c a r d i n a l  p r i n c i p l e  i s  t o  h o l d  t o  t h i s  
s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  n o t  t o  t r y  t o  “ c o m p e t e  w i t h  S e a r s  R o e b u c k ,  o r  d e p a r t ­
m e n t  s t o r e s . ”  E a c h  y e a r  li e  t r i e s  t o  b r i n g  o u t  s o m e  n e w  f e a t u r e  i t e m ,  
s u c h  a s  t h e  d e e r  c a r r i e r ,  a d u c k  b l i n d  h e a t e r ,  o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i s l i  a n d  
g a m e  c o l o r e d  d i n n e r  p l a t e s .  N e a r l y  a l l  o f  h i s  c a t a l o g u e  i t e m s  w e r e  d e ­
s i g n e d  b y  “ I,. Ii .”  a n d  t h e  b e s t  o f  q u a l i t y  m a t e r i a l s  a l w a y s  i s  s p e c i f i e d .  
H i s  S p r i n g  a n d  F a l l  c a t a l o g u e s  g o  t o  n e a r l y  4 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  
c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  a n y  M a i n e  p u b l i c a t i o n .
T o  “ I..  I, . , ” t h e  “ c u s t o m e r  i s  a l w a y s  r i g h t , ”  t h e  b a s i s  u p o n  w h i c h  h e  
f r e e l y  a d m i t s  h e  b u i l t  h i s  b u s i n e s s .  F h e  s p e c i f i c  e a s e s  in  w h i c h  h e  a n d  
l i i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a v e  a p p l i e d  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  h a v e  b e e n  i n n u m e r a b l e .  A  
y e a r  a g o .  f o l l o w i n g  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  h a v i n g  a  p u s h  b u t t o n  b e l l  a l o n g s i d e  
t h e  R o u t t*  1 f r o n t  d o o r ,  f o r  s p o r t s m e n  t r a v e l l i n g  t h r o u g h  F r e e p o r t  i n t o  
.M a ine  a t  n i g h t ,  t h e y  “ t h r e w  a w a y  t h e  k e y ” a n d  t h e  s a l e s r o o m  n o w  i s  
o p e n  24  h o u r s  a  d a y  t h e  y e a r  a r o u n d .
A  g r e a t  M a i n e  “ R o o s t e r , ”  “ I,, L,.”  a l s o  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c a r e e r s  
a n d  b u s i n e s s  s u c c e s s  o f  m a n y  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n .  T h e s e  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  r e a ­
s o n s  w h y  M a i n e  i s  p r o u d  o f  o n e  o f  i t s  m o s t  f a m o u s  n a t i v e  s o n s .
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Maine Summer Events, 1951
(Inform ation contained in these listings was gathered 
from usually reliable sources, but the Maine Publicity Bu­
reau cannot assume responsibility for the complete ac­
curacy of this compilation.)
GENERAL EVENTS
July 1—Newport, Jaycee W ater 
Carnival.
Portland, Sunday Telegram Out­
board Regatta.
July 1-4—Eastport, Old Home Week.
July 4—Many local celebrations:
Bar Harbor, 4-H Cattle Show.
Calais, (100th city anniversary).
Cherryfield.
Dam ariscotta, Twin Villages
Yacht Club clambake.
Dexter, sesquicentennial.
Freeport.
Lubec.
Portland, Gannett Charities shows.
Springfield.
Stonington.
Thomaston.
W iscasset, old fashioned Fourth.
July 4-8— Rangeley Lakes Region 
Camera Tour, beauty contest.
July 6-7—Belfast, Maine Broiler
Days.
July 18—Boothbay Region Flower 
Show.
July 18-21—N. E. H andicraft Fair, 
Lincolnville Beach.
July 19—Camden, Open House and 
Gardens Day.
July 21—Oakland, Lions Club Jam ­
boree.
Pittsfield, Jaycee Rodeo-Beef Bar­
becue.
July 24-27—York Village, York An­
tique Show.
July 24-29—York, Maine Sports­
man’s Show.
July 25-26—D am ariscotta, Flower 
Show.
July 28-29—Old Town, Penobscot 
Indian Pageant.
July 29—York Village, F ather 
Moody Service, F irs t Parish Church.
July 30-Aug. 4—H arrison, Old Home 
Week.
July 31-Aug. 4—Boothbay Harbor, 
Maine Tuna Tournament.
Aug. 1-25—Kennebunk, Brick Store 
Museum exhibit.
Aug. 2-4—Bridgton Antique Show.
Aug. 3—P aris Hill, Open House and 
Gardens Day.
Aug. 3-4—Mount Desert Open 
House Days.
Aug. 3-5—Rockland, Maine Lobster 
and Seafood Festival.
Aug. 4—Hallowell, Festival Day.
Aug. 5-7—Yarmouth Old Home 
Days.
Aug. 7—D am ariscotta, Open House 
Day.
Aug. 5-11—Maine Products Week, 
state-wide.
Aug. 6-9—Kennebunk Antiques Fair.
Aug. 6-11—Rockport, Maine Coast 
C raftsm en’s Fair.
Aug. 9-10—Ocean Park, Maine W rit­
ers’ Conference.
Aug. 9-11—Bridgton Industrial
Show.
Aug. 10-11—Buxton Lower Corner, 
“ Old Peabody Pew.”
Aug. 11—Buxton Lower Corner, 
Dorcas Fair.
Aug. 11—Rangeley, Doc G rant’s 
Doll Carriage Pai'ade, Children’s Day.
Aug. 11—Readfield Community Day.
Aug. 17—Brunswick, Jubilee Day.
Aug. 18—Old Orchard Beach, Cana­
dian Legion Convention.
Aug. 18—Kents Hill Summer Re­
union.
Aug. 19-23—Millinocket 50th Anni­
versary.
Aug. 19-25—Dam ariscotta, Region 
Products Exhibition.
Aug. 22—W aterville, Maine Three- 
Q uarter Century Club.
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Aug. 25—Old Orchard Beach, Chil­
dren’s Day.
Sept. 3—Labor Day, several local 
celebrations.
Sept. 16-22—Springfield, Mass.,
Maine Building, E astern  S tates Expo­
sition.
OUTBOARD RACING
July 1—Portland, Sunday Telegram 
R egatta.
July 4—Unity, Unity Lake.
July 15—W inthrop.
July 22—Auburn, Taylor Pond.
July 29—Gardiner, P leasant Pond.
Aug. 5—Rockland.
Aug. 12—Bar Harbor.
Aug. 19—D am ariscotta Lake.
Aug. 26—Unity, Down E ast Cham­
pionship.
Sept. 2—Dexter.
Sept. 3—Newport.
Sept. 9—Orrington.
STATE FAIRS
(H arness Racing)
July 30-Aug. 4—Presque Isle, N orth­
ern Maine Fair.
Aug. 6-11—Bangor.
Aug. 13-18—Skowhegan (Miss 
Maine contest.
Aug. 21-25—Union, Knox Agricul­
tural Society.
Aug. 29-Sept. 3—Windsor, Agricul­
tu ral Show.
Sept. 3-8—Lewiston, Maine S tate 
Fair.
Sept. 10-15—Norway-South Paris 
Fair.
Sept. 18-22—Franklin County Fair.
Sept. 24-30—Cumberland.
Oct. 2-6—Fryeburg.
Oct. 9-11—Topsham.
OTHER FAIRS
(non pari-m utuel)
Aug. 21-25—Cornish.
Aug. 22-25—Brewer, Penobscot
County 4-H Fair.
Aug. 25—Dover-Foxcroft, P iscata­
quis Valley Fair.
Morrill, Honesty Grange Fair.
Sept. 1-3—Bluehill.
Springfield.
Sept. 8—Guilford, A thletic Associa­
tion Fair.
Sept. 11-13—Cherryfield.
Sept. 12-15—Acton, York County 
Fair.
Sept. 15—Embden.
Sept. 22—Readfield, Grange Fair.
Sept. 26-27—Monmouth, Cochne- 
wagan Fair.
Sept. 28-29—N orth W aterford,
W orld’s F air.
Oct. 2-3—Litchfield.
Oct. 15-20— New Gloucester, Andro­
scoggin A gricultural Society.
OTHER RACE MEETS
H arness:
July 2-28— Gorham.
July 30-Aug. 4—Lewiston.
Sept. 3-8— Lewiston.
Oct. 22-27—Lewiston.
Running Race Meet:
June 30-Sept. 3—Scarborough 
Downs.
GOLF
July 10-13—Bath Country Club, 
Maine A m ateur Championship.
July 29-Aug. 4—Bar Harbor, Kebo 
Valley Club, Summer Advertising 
Golf Association Championship.
Aug. 7-10—Portland Country Club, 
Maine Women’s Championship.
Aug. 16-17—Portland, Riverside 
Golf Course, Maine Open Champion­
ship.
Aug. 25-26— Rangeley, Hotel Course, 
Rangeley Combination.
MUSIC
July 10-Aug. 24—Portland City Hall, 
Tuesdays to Fridays, free organ con­
certs on Kotzschmar Memorial Organ.
July 3-Aug. 28—Oakland, New E ng­
land Music Camp, Sunday afternoon 
free concerts.
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Aug. 3—Bridgton, Berkley Summer 
Music School.
(Other occasional Maine summer 
music school recitals, notably a t Cam­
den (Salzedo School of H arp), Bar 
Harbor, Farm ington Teachers College 
(Maine Summer Music School), and 
Bluehill (Kneisel H a ll)) .
RELIGIOUS
June 17-Sept. 2—Ocean Park, 71st 
Ocean Park Assembly.
July 29—Bingham, “Dud Dean” an­
nual A nglers’ Sunday service, Rev. 
A rthur R. Macdougall.
July 29—York Village, F ather 
Moody Service, F irs t Parish Church.
Aug. 12-18—York Beach, S tar of 
the Sea Church, Golden Jubilee.
Aug. 19—Castine, Forefathers Day, 
F irs t Parish Church.
HORSE SHOWS
July 14—Kennebunk Lions Club.
July 21—York Horse Show.
July 28—Rumac, Augusta.
Aug. 4—Rangeley.
Aug. 11—Pastim e, Bath.
Aug. 17-18—Skowhegan.
Aug. 25—Old Orchard Beach.
Sept. 3—Brunswick.
Sept. 22—Farm ington.
Sept. 29—Portland.
Oct. 5-7—Maine Horse Association 
Trail Ride.
DOG SHOWS
Aug. 12—Skowhegan, Central Maine 
Point Show.
Portland.
Sept. 16—Vacationland AKC Show.
SUMMER THEATERS
July 4-Sept. 3—Bar H arbor P lay­
house.
June 25-Sept. 1—Belgrade Lakes 
Casino.
July 1-Aug. 11—Camden Hills Thea­
tre. (Aug. 10-19, Shakespearean Fes­
tival. Aug. 25-Sept. 2, Passion Play.)
July 3-Aug. 25—Dixfield Summer 
Theater.
July 4-Sept. 2—Harrison, Deertrees.
July 3-Sept. 9—Kennebunkport 
Playhouse.
June 2-Sept. 9—Lakewood Theater.
June 26-Sept. 9—Surry T h ea te r
July 12-Aug. 31—Kennebunk, A run­
del Opera Theatre.
TENNIS
Aug. 16-19—Maine S tate Champion­
ships, York Golf and Tennis Club.
Aug. 20-26—Maine State Champion­
ships, Squirrel Island.
FISH AND GAME
(Open Seasons)
Inland Fish:
Ice out-Aug. 15—Salmon, trout, 
togue, white perch (brooks and 
stream s).
Ice out-Sept. 15—Salmon, trout, 
togue, white perch (rivers above tide­
w ater).
Ice out-Sept. 30—Salmon, trout, 
togue, white perch (lakes and ponds).
June 21-Aug. 15—Black bass
(brooks and stream s).
June 21-Sept. 15—Black bass (rivers 
above tidew ater).
June 21-Sept. 30—Black bass (lakes 
and ponds).
A tlantic Salmon:
April 1-July 15—Bangor Salmon 
Pool.
May 1-Sept. 30—N arraguagus River.
May 1-Sept. 30—Dennys River. 
Game:
Oct. 21-Nov. 30—Deer (Aroostook, 
Penobscot, Somerset, Piscataquis, 
Franklin and Oxford north of Route 
302).
Nov. 1-Nov. 30—Deer (Androscog­
gin, Cumberland, Hancock, Kennebec, 
Knox, Lincoln, Oxford south of Route 
302, Sagadahoc, Waldo, York, W ash­
ington).
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Oct. 1-March 15—Rabbit (Waldo 
County).
Oct. 1-March 31—Rabbit (Franklin , 
Somerset, Oxford).
Oct. 1-Feb. 28—Rabbit (all other 
counties).
October only—Gray Squirrel.
November only—Mink.
November only—M uskrat (T rap­
ping).
No closed season—Bear, Bobcat and 
Fox (unorganized towns).
Nov. 1-Feb. 15—Raccoon (T rap­
ping).
Oct. 16-Dec. 15—Raccoon (Hunting 
and dogs).
Nov. 1-Feb. 15—All other fu r­
bearing animals (except Beaver, Bob­
cat and Lynx).
No open season—Fisher and Sable.
Oct. 1-Oct. 30—Woodcock.
Oct. 1-Nov. 15—Pheasant.
Oct. 1-Nov. 15—Partridge.
A new  “Boost Maine Seal” has been created for 
use on cori'espondence, packages and Maine products 
to invite millions of persons to the Pine Tree State. 
They may be purchased a t any of the Publicity Bu­
reau offices in Portland, A ugusta, Bangor, F ryeburg, 
K ittery, or New York.
SUMMER, 1951 27
npH E past few weeks have witnessed 
some of the best fishing enjoyed 
in Maine for many years. Fishing 
activity hasn’t been restricted to a few 
“hot spots”—i t ’s been widespread. 
Things are looking mighty rosy to 
fishermen and have been ever since 
the ice went out this Spring. Reports 
th a t seem almost too good to be true  
are pouring in from every section of 
The Pine Tree State. F ast action, big 
fish . . . and lots of fish are the order 
of the day. Inland Fish and Game 
D epartm ent officials, even happier 
than the fishermen, are extremely 
pleased with the way M aine’s stocking 
and rearing  program  of recent years 
is now paying off, particu larly  in the 
Brown T rout waters.
Many sporting camp operators, 
guides and Fish and Game D epart­
ment officials now believe th a t normal 
w ater levels for the first sustained 
period in about four years are this 
season playing a large p a rt in im­
proved fishing conditions. We pre­
dicted this in the la st issue of PIN E  
CONE (Spring, 1951).
Maine’s Inland Fish and Game 
W ardens and Supervisors and their 
counterpart in the Sea and Shore 
Fisheries D epartm ent beyond any 
doubt have more accurate up to date 
inform ation on fish, game and general 
wildlife conditions in their own re­
spective districts than any other per­
sons within this vast State. Long 
hours in the forests, fields and on the 
w aters of Maine, plus the ir constant
contact w ith fish and game and the 
people who follow the sport would 
soon make them all experts, even if 
they didn’t  have to qualify thoroughly 
before being appointed to the W arden 
Service. I t ’s second natu re for these 
men to know where fish and game 
may be located, w hat they currently  
are feeding on and how plentiful the 
supply. Their reports on local condi­
tions in their d istricts speak for them ­
selves.
E arly  in the season veteran W arden 
Supervisor Verne Black of Kezar 
Falls who covers among other places 
the Sebago region w rote: “ The fishing 
season certainly opened with a bang. 
Although the brooks were too high 
for good fishing everyone seemed to 
have a good time and some trou t were 
taken. The w eather was perfect and 
Sebago lived up to its reputation. 
N orth Sebago was ahead with nearly 
everyone getting fish or having one 
‘on’ th a t they didn’t land. I saw one 
boat with five, another with four and 
many more with from one to three. 
The fish were fa t and full of fight 
and with no accidents it was the best 
‘opening day’ I have ever expe­
rienced.” (Most of the fish were land­
locked salmon. Some, brown trou t and 
brook trou t.)
Roy Gray, W arden Supervisor in 
the Rangeley and Dead River region 
reported: “Lake fishing especially good 
this past week. Rangeley Lake has 
been exceptionally good for this fa ­
mous body of water. Limit catches
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have been very common. South Bog 
and Greenvale have been favorite fish­
ing grounds with many salmon being 
taken. Average weight around three 
pounds, several five and six pounds in 
weight were taken. P orte r Lake pro­
ducing very good catches of salmon 
and togue. Fisherm en enjoying very 
good luck a t F lagstaff Lake, tak ing  
many tro u t weighing from one to two 
and one-half pounds. Mooselukmegun- 
tic still producing good catches of sal­
mon and trout. Best trou t fishing for 
many years reported a t Indian Rock 
a t mouth of Kennebago River. Stream  
fishing picking up all over the divi­
sion. W arden F rank  Phillips says 
good catches of tro u t being taken 
from tribu taries of Sandy River at 
Strong and Farm ington. Very fas t 
fishing reported from logans a t Ken­
nebago, mostly small tro u t.”
In a still la ter account ju s t as we 
go to press Gray said: “ Lake fishing 
still coming good with many fish being 
taken. W arden Hollis Crocker re ­
ports checking 13 fishermen coming 
from Helen Pond a t Dead River with 
195 tro u t!”
From Solon, W arden Milton Scrib­
ner sends word th a t “the salmon have 
been h itting  better this year in the 
Upper Kennebec than  a t any time in 
the past ten years.”
In the Moosehead section the re­
ports are all excellent, too. Ju s t a 
few days ago the trou t, salmon and 
togue were h itting  savagely in most 
parts  of the big lake . . . (this from 
personal experience). One stubborn 
old four and one-half pound salmon 
kept my light fly rod in a tigh t quiv­
ering arch for nearly 15 m inutes be­
fore the net slid under his silvery 
sides. Still more recent word from 
Wendell Brown, “ Boss W arden” in 
th a t area says: “This has been a good 
fishing week. Good catches reported 
from Moosehead, F irs t Roach and 
Wilson ponds. W arden Gordon says 
th a t more trou t have been taken from 
Wilson Pond th is year than any other 
season while he has been there .”
Game is certainly plentiful here, 
too, this year. “While driving back to 
Greenville from Ripogenus Dam Me­
morial Evening I counted 27 Deer, 1 
Moose, 3 Woodcocks, 9 P artridges,
and 132 R abbits!” his report conclud­
ed.
From Aroostook County, W arden 
Supervisor Charlie H arrim an  w rites: 
“Lake fishing is and has been excel­
lent. I can hardly recall a year when 
our lakes have ‘turned off more abun­
dantly .’ Big Fish Lake has been very 
prolific this season, especially for 
Togue. Brook and stream  fishing has 
been w hat I would call good.” In a 
la ter communication he indicates th a t 
the fishing in the M unsungan area has 
been “tops” with Togue up to 18 
pounds being taken. The Fish River 
Chain of lakes in this beautiful North 
country annually gives up many of 
the la rgest landlocked salmon taken 
in Maine.
In the Lake Kezar section of South­
ern Oxford County, large fish have 
been h itting  the headlines. Brown 
Trout were stocked in Kezar along 
with the Landlocked Salmon and are 
now showing up extremely well both 
in numbers and in size. Some recent 
catches of “Browns” from th is lake 
in the heavyweight class include: Al­
bert Davis, Westbrook, 8 lbs. 13 ozs.; 
R. G. Gilt, Ridgewood, N. J., 8 lbs. 4 
ozs.; Peter Clinton, Fall River, Mass., 
one 8 lbs. and another 6 lbs.; and 
Clarence H askins of the same city, 
who took three of the big fish weigh­
ing 6% lbs., 6 lbs. and 5% lbs., re ­
spectively. As we go to press word 
comes of two more beauties, large 
enough to gain the fishermen mem­
bership in M aine’s exclusive “ONE 
THAT DID N ’T GET AWAY CLUB” 
th a t were taken by non-residents from 
the same body of w ater. Salmon and 
Bass fishing has also been good a t 
Kezar this season with salmon ru n ­
ning from three to five pounds.
Winfield Foster, W arden Supervisor 
working out of the Millinocket area 
says: “Good salmon fishing on the 
W est Branch of the Penobscot River 
and some large ones being taken. 
Lots of trou t fishermen on the moun­
tain  ponds in northern p a r t of B axter 
P ark  . . .  all having good luck. W ar­
den W itham of th is d istric t says: 
‘If you w ant a good canoe tr ip  and 
some good tro u t fishing, go up the 
E ast Branch of the Penobscot. P u t 
your canoe in a t G rindstone.’ ”
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The Jackm an Region is sharing in 
the honors as well. A brook tro u t 
weighing 6V4 lbs. and another going 
5 lbs., 4 ozs., were taken out of Long 
Pond recently. Mayfield Pond, Wood 
Pond, Pierce Pond, Spencer Lake and 
the upper Kennebec River also came 
under the spotlight by v irtue of pro­
ducing exceptional fish.
Over along the coast in the Hancock 
and W ashington County section ser­
viced by Supervisor Raymond Morse 
and his boys, plenty has been hap­
pening too. More than  a hundred 
landlocked salmon were caught a t 
Green Lake on the first Sunday of the 
open season. Many of these fish were 
in the five- and six-pound class. Tunk 
Lake, Phillips Lake, Branch Pond, 
Craig Pond, Mopang Lake, P a tte n ’s 
Pond and many others in this region 
have been and still are giving up out- 
sized fish.
The N arraguagus River is a t tra c t­
ing many A tlantic Salmon fishei-men 
and incidentally, the story of the year 
on th a t type of fishing comes from 
there th is week:
Richard Cameron of Pittsfield, 
Mass., using an eleven-dollar trou t 
fishing outfit h it the jackpot. I t was 
his first A tlantic Salmon fishing trip  
—and believe it or not—he took two 
huge salmon in one day using a 
4-ounce rod, a 4-pound test leader and 
a # 8  bucktail fly!
The first fish weighed eleveyi pounds 
and was taken a t “The Academy 
Pool” in Cherryfield. Completely 
thrilled by the experience, Cameron 
moved up river to “The Little Falls 
Pool” and connected with another th a t 
weighed S I X T E E N  POUNDS, 
E L E V E N  O U N C E S! Cameron played 
this second salmon two hours and fif­
teen m inutes before landing him. 
Needless to say, he gained member­
ship in “TH E CLUB” and the sin-
Pine Cone's outdoor editor John 
Page boats a UVi-pound landlock at 
Big Duck Cove, Moosehead. Editor 
Page m ust have read how to do it in 
the Pine Cone. He wasn't half as sur­
prised as he will be when he sees this 
picture.
cere adm iration of many “old tim ers” 
a t the game.
A report from Supervisor Lloyd 
Clark in the E astern  p a rt of W ash­
ington County—ju s t as the June 1st 
to June 21st fly fishing season on bass 
got well under way—made th is w riter 
drool for a few days off! “ Lots of 
fishermen on the Bass w aters and the 
fish are very cooperative. Boats on 
Big Lake and The St. Croix River 
flowage were tak ing  from 40 to 50 
Bass each. (Three only per day may 
be killed during this fly fishing sea­
son. The others were released. A fter 
June 20th the bag lim it is increased 
and other methods of fishing may be 
employed.)
“ E astern  Grand Lake had a spurt 
for the better Sunday and it looks as 
though some fas t fishing was in the 
making up there. W arden Sprague 
checked 56 fishermen with 51 Salmon. 
One of these Salmon weighed 10% 
lbs. From W estern Grand Lake they 
continue to take Salmon from 4 to 6 
pounds. Good catches of Brook Trout 
reported.”
Ju s t about the tim e you read this, 
the Bass fishing season will be on in 
full swing in the Belgrade Lakes Re­
gion, another of the “Bronze Back 
hot spots.” Don’t forget either th a t 
Messalonskee Lake, one of the Bel­
grade group annually produces some 
of the la rgest Brook T rout in the 
country . . .  in fact, recently a Bel­
grade man, Donald Moyes caught one 
of these “squaretails” weighing seven 
pounds, three ounces. This is the 
largest Brook T rout to be taken in 
the Country so fa r  this year . . . and 
I doubt th a t it  will be topped during 
the balance of the season. If  it is, it 
will probably be done by a tro u t from 
the same lake or from Wassookeag in 
Dexter, which has already produced 
a six-pound, eight-ounce brook trou t 
th is year and also shares national 
honors with Messalonskee!
I f  the present pace continues, and 
most conditions indicate that it will, 
1951 may well he Maine's Record Year 
fo r F ishing!
PINE SHAVINGS
Few people realize th a t the Kenne­
bec River between Madison and Solon, 
which is seldom fished by other than  
local residents, is excellent Trout, 
Salmon and Bass w ater.
* * *
An increasing number of Brown 
Trout are being caught in Sebago 
Lake each year now. Many are being 
taken th a t are in the six and eight- 
pound class. Stocking records indi­
cate th a t one of these days soon some­
one will connect w ith one weighing 
between fifteen and tw enty pounds. 
Will you be there?
* * *
If you own a large outboard motor, 
please don’t  be a w aterborne “hot 
rod” in Maine this year. Too much 
power, especially on tu rn s can be ex­
trem ely dangerous. F as t boat travel 
near other fishermen (who usually 
take their sport seriously) can only 
gain you the ir undying dislike. Be as 
good a sport as you’d like the other 
fellow to be. Courtesy not only gives 
self satisfaction but i t ’s a good invest­
ment in the fu ture .
* * *
Steve Swain, veteran Rangeley 
P lan ta tion  sporting camp operator 
reports th a t a large raccoon came to 
his home on the shore of Rangeley 
Lake during the late p a rt of th is last 
W inter and ate repeatedly from  his 
children’s hands, showing little fear. 
Steve also watched an o tter come up 
the small brook near his house one 
day in April. The anim al climbed a 
snowbank beside the house and stared 
curiously through the window. Ap­
parently  satisfied th a t everything was 
a lrigh t with the Swains, the c ritte r  
turned away and proceeded up the 
brook through the slush and snow. 
Steve swears he heard it mumble as 
it  passed the kitchen door: “ Well, they 
may be w arm er than I am . . . but so 
fa r, otters don’t  pay taxes.” (T hat is, 
in Maine, anyway.)
* * *
S tripers had their first m ajor run 
of the season in Maine w aters during 
the first week of June. Several good 
catches were made in the Saco and 
Kennebec Rivers. F ishing fo r these
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sturdy scrappers should steadily im­
prove during the coming weeks.
* * *
An unusual tale comes by way of 
the W aiden Service from one Tom 
French of The Lily Bay House on 
Moosehead. I t seems th a t a Doctor 
(whose name we do not know) and 
his wife were fishing a t Lily Bay. 
Outboard motor trouble developed. 
The lady laid her fly rod down w ith­
out removing the bait from the w ater 
while she helped her husband attend 
the motor. The rod disappeared over 
the side of the boat. Five days later 
another fisherman, Don Winslow, was 
deep trolling in the area. Winslow got 
a strike. Upon winding in his line, he 
saw a fish line on his hook. The puz­
zled fisherman pulled it in and found 
a rod on one end and a very lively 
Salmon on the other. Winslow fo r­
tunately  knew the Doctor. He’s re­
tu rn ing  the rod and line.
* * *
Perhaps one of the most fever­
raising  stories of the curren t fishing 
season to date is the personal expe­
rience related by Gene Letourneau, 
M aine’s foremost outdoor columnist 
who conducts the daily “SP O R T S­
M EN  S A Y ” in the Guy P. Gannett 
newspapers.
Gene was fishing a t Hebron Pond 
in Monson not long ago. Using a 9-3 
stream er fly in the custom ary fashion 
he proceeded to get a strike. Picking 
up the rod, he started  to play what 
felt like about a 2-pound Togue or 
Trout. Things were progressing in a 
normal m anner when there suddenly 
came a terrific smash a t the end of 
the line. According to Gene, “The 
weight became tenfold.” Before he 
could do anything, his fly line plus 
200 feet of backing had been stripped 
from the reel! He tried  to speed up 
the motor and follow the fish, but be­
fore it could be accomplished, the 
leader parted and the fish was gone.
Gene concludes the story in his 
column by saying: “The incident left 
no question as to w hat had happened. 
A much la rger fish seized the average 
fish th a t was on originally. I t has 
happened before but never to this 
agent. It was sensational!”
Capsule Viewpoint On Moosehead
F rontier, not frills, is a good headline for Moosehead Lake.
Who said there a ren ’t any more fron tiers in America? Stand in 
fron t of Sanders Store in Greenville and orient yourself. To the 
west and south there are some 3,000 miles of teeming man-made 
jungle—a baffling, untam ed, u p s ta rt wilderness of sub-human 
skyscrapers, mechanical monsters, cliff dwellers, wolves, camp 
fire girls and club women, where savage rivalries prevail and 
the tenderfoot can easily lose his mind, his sh irt or his wife.
But to the north, w ith few in terruptions, clear to the pole, 
lies an area of m aturity , established in its culture centuries ago.
A well-planned economy of m ountains, lakes, stream s, trees, 
trou t, deer, moose, bear, grouse, beaver, mink and numerous 
other fu rry  and feathered native minorities. T h a t’s all. The 
original welfare state.
- — Russ Gerould in The Moosehead Gazelle
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Minstrelsy o f Maine
Edited by Dan  Kelly
E ditor of As Maine W rites: An Anthology of the Poetry Fellow­
ship of Maine, and Reed: A Magazine of Maine Poetry.
P o e m s , to be eligible for consideration for this Department, should be about 
Maine or of particular interest to lovers of Maine. While at least minimum 
standards of craftsmanship will be required, selections will be made on the 
basis of rea d er  in t e r e s t ,  rather than critical perfection. Only previously un­
published poems should be submitted. All submissions should be sent directly 
to D a n  K e l l y , Editor, Minstrelsy of Maine Department, 37  Stone Street. 
Augusta, Maine; and should be accompanied by the usual stamped, self- 
addressed envelope for return of the material if not found available.
Marginalia
A friend asked me, “Why w rite?” 
I answered, “ So you people 
who don’t  w rite will have something 
to read .” I w asn’t  being serious a t 
the moment, but as the discussion 
progressed I realized I had probably 
given as good an answer as any one 
of the dozen other reasons th a t oc­
curred to me on la ter reflection.
There are other good reasons for 
w riting  and I intend to mention a few 
of them. However, the point th a t I 
should like to emphasize first is not 
the question itself, but who asks the 
question. People who do not w rite 
usually can be given a sufficiently sa t­
isfactory answ er; an answ er based on 
some realistic viewpoint such as 
money, recognition, prestige, supply 
to meet demand (as mentioned previ­
ously) and so forth . But the people 
who are difficult to convince are w rit­
ers who ask themselves this question. 
The answer m ust be tailor-m ade to 
fit the individual and it m ust be good.
Some w riters won’t  w rite for 
Money’s sake; some won’t  w rite for 
A rt’s sake. Some won’t  publish their 
work; some won’t  even commit it to
paper (if they do, they hide it or de­
stroy it) . Their reasons for the ir be­
havior are as varied and strange as 
the case histories of Dr. Kinsey. As a 
m atte r of fact, these reasons are very 
often twofold, conscious and subcon­
scious. The reasons given by many 
w riters who question the purpose of 
w riting are frequently  freiidulent; 
they give a surface reason for not 
w riting  which actually conceals the 
real reason.
I can’t  cure your psychosis, neuro­
sis or w hatever it is you suppose is 
the trouble with you, but I can give 
you w riters and would-like-to-be w rit­
ers some good reasons for w riting.
Why w rite?
So folks who don’t w rite will have 
something to read.
A hobby th a t will entertain  and in­
struct.
To blow off steam ; to express your­
self; to give vent to your own opin­
ions, ideas and feelings.
To obtain emotional balance; to 
keep your mind flexible; to m ature 
steadily.
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To make money (it is whispered 
about th a t this speaks for itself, but 
I thought I ’d better mention it) .
To gain recognition, prestige, fame 
or w hatever it is your personality 
needs to develop itself fully.
To add something (no m atte r how 
small) to the pleasure, happiness, 
knowledge, wisdom and achievement 
of your fellows.
Are other reasons necessary? There 
are more. E verything th a t is w ritten 
adds another reason for w riting. But 
any one of the aforementioned reasons 
should suffice. So, w rite! And I ’d 
strongly advise you to share your 
w riting. If  not w ith an Editor, a t 
least with your friends. It may be 
good, bad, indifferent or superb. If 
i t ’s bad, you can improve it. If  i t ’s 
indifferent, you can make it good. If 
i t ’s good, you can sell it. If  i t ’s su­
perb, you may not be able to sell it, 
but you probably will be some kind of 
a genius, which is a form of left- 
handed compensation in itself.
In the final analysis, you don’t need 
any reasons for w riting. W riting is 
reason enough.
Writing
In a rage 
Of love I hurled 
Words on the page 
And found . . .  a world!
Dan Kelly 
Book End 
Augusta
Summer
By  Don Boek
S ummer is a young nun 
counting her blessings 
on a golden rosary of days.
Summer is the winged-writing 
on the sky penned by 
feather fingers.
Summer is the gossiping 
of crickets telling 
of w hat katy did.
The Kennebec
By  Catharine Cates
his river holds 
the clouds, the sky—  
so passively, 
so mute they lie—  
and I may lean 
and touch them each, 
water and sky 
within my reach.
The Old Handy House
By  E leanor F. McKey
H auntingly there it gloomed in the 
blue mornings,
Stared like a lost ghost, g ray  in the 
shadows,
Solemn and gray there by the drowsy 
r iv e r ;
Lawn ragged w ith blackberry vines 
and ivy,
Well-sweep gaunt, black, slanting to 
seaward.
Solemnly still it stares, buried in si­
lence,
Painted in colors muted, blurred by 
the distance,
Colors th a t never the light of day il­
lumines.
So should it be ever, dream ing and 
changeless,
Changeless and still, g ray  in the 
ghost-filled shadows,
Fixed as a memory charged with a 
child’s emotion.
This th a t you show me now with its 
lawns clean-shaven,
Freshened and brightly gleaming in 
spring sunshine,
Surely this is a brash, u n l o v e l y  
changeling,
F a r from the sharp-felt form, lovely 
in memory,
As I myself am from wonder-misted 
childhood.
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Above The Clouds
By  Rachel Graham Metcalf
T o  sleep up on Katahdin 
Were joy enough for me!
To drink the wine of sky breeze 
Above the tallest tree,
Above the misted valley,
Above the lighted town,
So close to heaven’s star-bowl 
T hat shooting s ta rs  drop down.
To wake up in the morning 
And see no valley more,
My blanket resting  safely 
Above the clouds’ white shore, 
My mountaintop an island 
Set in a billowed sea—
To wake up on K atahdin 
Were joy enough for me!
Songs For Every Season
By  P arke Grindell
" W h en  autumn rings enchantm ent 
like a bell,
And hills are wearing moonlight’s 
golden shawl,
I ’ll listen to the crickets sing fa re ­
well,
And hear the hounds of night and 
heed their call.
When w inter skies are crowned with 
m idnight’s glow,
I ’ll prowl the cold in search of long 
lost roads;
I ’ll listen to the silence of the snow,
And hear the thunder when the lake 
explodes.
I ’ll walk beside a flooded brook when 
spring
Beats like a drum in me; the blend of 
earth
And cool clear w ater m urm uring
The glory and the wonder of rebirth.
On summer nights I ’ll stalk the whip- 
poor-wills,
Across the field and up the wooded 
bowl,
And there the lonely music of the hills
Will sing a song forever in my soul.
Sea Captain
B y  A lice J. Davis
the sea 
is in him 
and the river
each day 
finds him
there on the bank 
feet braced 
to ride
a rolling ship 
for him
the placid river 
is busy 
w ith clippers 
he gives
a command or two 
and
then
wearily walks 
to the home 
for aged men
Wings Over Quoddy
By  F reeman F oster B urr
C ormorants on a cold g ray  rock, 
Out on the tide-swept bay;
Silver gulls rising, rank on rank, 
Wheeling, and d rifting  back again 
Into the driving spray.
F air  wind filling a worn gray  sail, 
Out on the lonesome bay;
Leading a fleet of ghost ships down, 
P ast W est Quoddy Head and Grand 
Man an,
Outward and east-away.
The silver gulls rise and tu rn  again, 
The fog-w raiths dance and sway; 
The corm orants watch from their 
cold g ray  rock.
And the fa ir  winds seek, but seek in 
vain,
For the ships of Quoddy Bay.
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" Reapers O f Seaweed ”
' (From  a painting by Leonid)
By Louise Darcy
T P  he curving scythe has le ft its  
path,
The boat is heaped up high
W ith pungent seaweed gathered here
Beneath a summer sky,
Abundance grown on ocean lands 
T hat lie beyond the shore,
Green treasu re garnered from the sea 
Where foaming breakers roar.
W ith fringed branches tra iling  now 
The boat moves on its way;
The oarsm an poles his harvest home 
As dusk falls on the bay.
Seascape
B y  Cleo Staciva
W  HO will walk on the sands with  
me?
Who will let sea breezes tumble his 
hair
And whip the cool, sla t spray  in his 
face?
Who will laugh loud to the wind,
And let his soul roam wild and free
As the gull th a t wheels in the blue 
above,
A shadow against the sun?
Who will stand near the plunging 
breakers,
Letting the ocean rush to his feet,
And peer beneath each emerald wave
To glimpse fa iry  castles of ivory coral
T hat the mermen build for their 
sw eethearts?
Who will walk out on the lonely sand­
bar,
Which cuts the ocean like a golden 
scim itar,
And leave naught but his footprints 
there with mine?
Who will do these things, w ith me?
Where The Wind Blows 
Green
B y  J ane Gerow Olson
F ar down the slopes a green wind 
blows
Rustling waves where young hay 
grows.
The rhythm ic tide moves on until.
Blocked by the forest th a t fringes me 
hill,
It leaps in the tree-tops, there to in­
duce
A spirited dance in the pine and the 
spruce.
Hanging By A Thread
B y  E dna E arle
V  acillating winds against the wall 
of time;
Long strands of cobweb hanging in 
the air.
His thoughts metered like an iamb 
rhyme
Thomas meditates in his highback 
rocking chair:
“ I will, I won’t, I will, I won’t, I 
will . . .
I will wed S ara though we are old and 
g ray .”
He watches the cobweb now hanging 
still,
But a w hispering breeze makes the 
long strands sway.
“ If I were only sure w hat wedded life 
would hold.”
(Life can hold its prickles like a dried 
up burr.)
He straightens up, his purpose strong 
and bold,
“ Would she be fa ith fu l or I be true  
to her?”
“ I ’ll put my thoughts by, decide an ­
other day.”
Here the cobweb wavers most persis­
tently!
“Oh, tan talizing  web, w hat do you 
say?
If I would wed Sara, would S ara m ar­
ry  me?”
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A R O U N D  / 4  
CRACKER BARREL;
B y  E lizabeth A. Mason
Summer in Maine—varied are the impressions of the visitor! Surf 
pounding on rocks, white gulls poised 
like sentinels on posts and chimney 
tops, the sound of dipping oars as the 
lobsterman checks his traps, sun- 
toasted bathers relaxing beneath gay 
beach umbrellas, harbors full of sleek 
and lovely yachts. Over the clear wa­
te rs of inland lakes parade the w ar 
canoes of young Summer campers. 
Down rivers one hears the rising  hum 
of racing outboards. Cattle and sheep 
graze among buttercups in the fields— 
a small boy fisherman wades down 
the pasture brook, alder pole and bait 
can in hand. On warm days a blue 
haze lingers on d istan t m ountain 
peaks. Zephyrs from gently m urm ur­
ing pines cool the climber as he rests. 
On Summer evenings gaily dressed 
theater audiences wander a t interm is­
sion beneath the stars. S tra ins of 
dance music heard across the w ater— 
all these are woven into happy memo­
ries of Vacationland.
All W inter long we have been hear­
ing about committees planning many 
events for Summer entertainm ent. At 
York in Ju ly  there will be a week-long 
outdoor Sportsm en’s Show, a t which 
we shall look especially for another 
b rilliant exhibition by the Ponasac 
Archers, a group of delightful and 
clever people from the K ittery Navy
Yard. D uring th a t same week one 
may attend the annual antique show, 
and this year the revival of a colonial 
church service known as “the F ather 
Moody Service” will be held. It will 
be a fine tim e to visit the lovely coas­
ta l town, and see its fascinating  his­
toric points like the Old Gaol, Jef- 
ferds Tavern, and John Hancock’s 
W are House (1789). In preparation  
we recently refreshed our knowledge 
of th is early settled section by ta lk ­
ing with Mrs. Kathleen M arshall 
(charte r member and form er Presi­
dent of Maine Pen-women) a t her 
York store established in 1867—one 
of the oldest in Maine.
At Pittsfield, the lively Jaycees are 
pu tting  on their first Rodeo and Beef 
Barbecue. H eart of an extensive 
farm ing area where beef raising  is a 
growing enterprise, and ownership of 
show horses popular, it is ideal for 
th is event.
W iscasset is pu tting  on a real old 
fashioned F ourth  of Ju ly  celebration, 
and we would w ant to allow not only 
time to enjoy the fun, but to browse 
a bit in the surrounding country, m ay­
be crossing over to lovely W estport 
Island for a picnic, or visiting F o rt 
Edgecomb and the Marie A ntoinette 
House.
H arrison has long celebrated an 
Old Home week, and this year
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promises an ex tra  special one, and 
maybe a feast of bean hole beans.
W e’ll probably take in all the Sum­
mer events, but sometimes it may be 
necessary to make a choice, and we 
hope we do not have to miss Doc 
G ran t’s Children’s Day a t Rangeley, 
although it may mean a rush to get 
back to Readfield for their Third An­
nual Community Day on A ugust 11th. 
This year, the town which is the home 
of K ent’s Hill Sem inary will sponsor 
a day of events followed by a public 
lobster supper, and an evening of 
plays prepared and presented by the 
several excellent boys’ and g irls’ 
camps in town. Proceeds will go to­
w ards an encyclopedia for the small 
library  in the Little Town Club’s 
Community House—a lovely colonial 
dwelling presented to Readfield by 
Miss Alice Eaton of Middleboro, 
Mass., in memory of her g randfather, 
whose home it was.
“Jubilee Day” is to be held a t 
Brunswick, the 17th of August, and 
will appeal to the athletic minded, for 
the National AAU 20 Kilometer 
M arathon as well as the Maine one 
will be held, and on the lovely Mall in 
the center of town everyone can play 
a variety  of games, and buy a deli­
cious box lunch with hot lobster.
N ot only do we anticipate a sum­
mer of community events, but we hope 
this is the season when you and we 
of the Cracker Barrel will make some 
of those long deferred but delightful 
island tr ip s—Monhegan, famed for its 
a r t  colony, Vinalhaven for the film 
Deep W aters, and N orth Haven where 
recently some fine teachers innovated 
the experience of en tertain ing  twenty- 
two pen pals of the ir school from 
Newton, Mass, (a fte r taking twenty- 
two wide-eyed islanders for a week to 
visit Newton and attend school there).
There’s Islesford, too, with a mu­
seum worth visiting, and Matinicus 
(about which Elizabeth Ogilvie has 
w ritten so well) but we know we can­
not begin to visit all the islands off 
the Maine Coast in one season—not 
unless we join the yacht Sunbeam on 
its missionary cruises from Bar H ar­
bor to the islands and lonely light­
houses. There are some inland is­
lands too—the most famous perhaps 
being th a t now known as “Doctors” 
island in Rangeley—a charm ing place 
w ritten about in the “ Islanders.” I t 
is now a resort, retain ing the same 
natu ra l beauties described in the book.
We never seem to run out of ideas 
of in teresting  places to go in Maine, 
and one of them we visited this spring 
is the lovely colonial home which was 
completely renovated by Mrs. A lbert 
Church Brown of Malden in 19i l  
(when she was 91 years young) a t 
China and dedicated as a memorial to 
her husband. He enlisted a t the age 
of 18 in the W ar of the Rebellion and 
served in the Battle of the W ilder­
ness. Often we had passed the pretty  
white house surrounded by the picket 
fence, but not until Town Clerk Mary 
W ashburn took us through the Li­
b rary  (which also serves as a com­
m unity house) had we realized the in­
teresting  story behind its well pre­
served New England Exterior.
The library  collection was started  
with 100 books contributed by Prof. 
Newell C. M aynard in 1936, and while 
the town owned this house, the collec­
tion was housed a t the F ire  S tation, 
until Mrs. Brown learned of the need 
through summer visitor, Mrs. W alter 
Codding. John Adden of Concord, 
who has restored many early  Amer­
ican homes, supervised the work and 
the atm osphere of a real home was 
retained, with lovely colonial papers, 
including, appropriately gold tea chest 
paper from China. Book shelves are 
low along the walls, and the fu rn ish ­
ings are antique.
Miss W ashburn, the lib rarian , loans 
out books from her desk, which was 
form erly a pulpit, and now has a col­
lection of 5500 to circulate. The chil­
d ren’s room has a Dickens paper, and 
small tables and chairs. One room 
dow nstairs houses an in teresting  col­
lection of museum pieces, and there is 
also a modern note in the convenient 
kitchen with its blue willow ware 
china in red lined cabinets. U pstairs 
the balh-oom now sees various activi­
ties from showers to concerts and 
there is also a small room devoted to 
a collection of Maine books, and shells. 
Summer residents a t China Lake en­
joy the L ibrary  too, and sometimes
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Maine Authors drop in to do a bit of 
research or perhaps glance a t China’s 
only newspaper “ The Orb” long ago 
published by Miss W ashburn’s ances­
tor.
If  you are going “down east” we 
would expect you will join many other 
summer visitors who will take advan­
tage of a new blacktop highway com­
pleted this spring from Route One a t 
W hiting to Lubec. This vastly im­
proved highway is Route 189. Next 
to Portland Head Light, this “candy- 
striped” lighthouse a t W est Quoddy 
Head is used more than  any other 
Maine picture in national magazines 
and newspapers. For several years it 
was used as a cover panel on the of­
ficial S tate Highway map. Its loca­
tion was one of the most frequently 
asked questions a t th a t tim e a t all 
Maine Publicity Bureau offices.
The Lubec area is more favored 
than  many other places in Maine for 
having scenic and historical points of 
interest. I t has an in teresting  village 
center of real appeal to “big city” 
visitors, its fish-processing and other 
w ater-front activities being not the 
least of these. We hope th a t the live- 
wire Lubec Chamber of Commerce will 
have an attractive sign up a t the 
junction of Route One to invite vis­
itors to the town now th a t there is a 
good road. All of our Maine Publicity 
Bureau booklets give a good reference 
to Lubec along with the many other 
interesting  places in W ashington 
County.
If you are interested in c rafts , you 
will be pleased as we are about the 
new c ra ft school opening in “ the 
Kingdom” region two miles from Lib­
erty , and called H aystack Mountain 
School of C rafts. Ever since its gen­
erous sponsor, Mrs. Russell Spencer 
Bishop of F lin t, Michigan, made the 
dream of local craftsm en -begin to 
come true, there has been consider­
able bustle. A Board of Directors 
headed by Ralph Thompson of Bel­
fa s t’s M errill T rust, and including 
Mrs. Bishop, her sister Mrs. William 
R. Sw art (N ashua, N. H .), William 
Shevis, Belmont (president, Maine 
Coast C raftsm en), Harold Todd, J r ., 
Journal Publishing Co., Belfast, Mr.
and Mrs. E dgar Sewall, Montville 
craftsm en, and Elizabeth Crawford of 
Stone House Pottery, Montville, has 
worked all w inter on plans for the 
school which is incorporated as a non­
profit educational institution.
The school owns several hundred 
acres of land. E dgar Sewall has su­
pervised the building, and now a ru s­
tic main building (dining hall and 
lounge), two workshops and some 
small cottage dormitories (to house 
about 24 students) top a lovely hill 
looking out to the Camden Hills, and 
the sea. F rancis M erritt, widely 
known director of the F lin t Institu te  
of A rt will, w ith Mrs. M erritt, direct 
the school th is first season (June- 
Septem ber).
Courses for adult craftsm en will be 
offered in pottery, woodworking, weav­
ing, and block printing. We think th a t 
H aystack Mt. School of C rafts will 
not only prove stim ulating to local 
craftsm en, and give others a chance 
to study in Maine, but also serve to 
encourage the people of the neighbor­
ing towns to develop the ir creative 
skills. Do watch fu tu re  issues of the 
Cracker B arrel for reports on our 
first C raft Colony.
While speaking of c rafts , if  you 
have not visited Clifford Russell in 
Woolwich a t his studio and watched 
him create his lovely silver jewelry 
with a Maine theme, be sure you do 
—delicate nautical charms, clever 
blueberry pins and ear-rings, and 
stunning necklaces and key rings are 
among the fine pieces th a t his skill 
fashions. Adm irers and purchasers of 
the luscious colored handloomed Peg­
gy Ives fabrics will find them in their 
new home—an inviting old colonial 
house on the Shore Road a t Ogunquit. 
On Mitchell Road a t Cape Elizabeth, 
there is the clever Country Style 
R.F.D. Shop of H ilary Howard and 
Betty Shaw opened this past March. 
There you will find not only well se­
lected sports wear, but H ila ry ’s hand 
executed copper bowls, trays, candle 
holders, some with Maine motifs, and 
also the lovely w ater colors of Alice 
Shaw.
You’ll recall th a t we have mentioned 
many Maine craftsm en, and shops 
where their things may be found, and
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suggest th a t the H andicraft T rail is 
an excellent guide to them. However, 
as often called to our attention, there 
are some other fine craftsm en scat­
tered from K ittery  to eastern Maine. 
For example there are the ra the r 
newly-arrived Frankovichs a t East- 
port, Mr. Imlay, splendid potter and 
teacher of ceramics a t H iram , and 
quite a large number of craftsm en 
located on Mt. Desert Island—some 
of whom will exhibit for sale a t Bar 
H arbor A ugust 6-11, a t the same time 
the annual Maine C rafts League E x­
hibition and Sale is held a t the Ho­
boken School House in Rockport.
Speaking of c ra fts  reminds us of 
two more shops specializing in the 
sale of fine crafts-W incliff a t Kenne- 
bunk Landing reopens, and is en­
larged to include fu rth e r cleverly dis­
played cra fts  in the barn—a shop to 
be especially complimented on its dis­
play, too! We are delighted to an ­
nounce th a t the Houghtons of the 
Rangeley Country Club Hotel are 
opening a g ift shop fea tu ring  well- 
chosen Maine crafts , and we prophesy 
righ t now th a t sporting camp guests 
a t Rangeley are going to be m ighty 
enthusiastic over the uniquely de­
signed flannel sports sh irts created 
by William and Stell Shevis. Of 
course these are not the only shops 
selling Maine crafts , but we’ll be glad 
to tell you others if you’ll w rite us, 
since space prevents listing all—do 
consult old copies of your Pine Cone 
too, for suggestions.
We understand th a t there will be a 
nice a rray  of Maine foods in a new 
kitchen corner a t M assachusetts 
Workshop, Lincolnville. This reminds 
us th a t the best old-fashioned choco­
late pepperm ints we’ve found are to 
be bought a t the store run by the 
Shaker Colony a t Sabbathday Lake. 
There are many good candy makers 
around Maine, and an outstanding one 
is Paul Scammon at his F arm  Candy 
Stand in York, to greet you as you 
arrive.
Awhile ago we visited one of M aine’s 
flourishing new businesses—th a t of 
M argaret Smith (no, not Senator 
Sm ith) of Gardiner. Two years ago 
Mrs. Smith was m aking clever hand­
bags in her own home. A few months
ago the business had grown so, it be­
came necessary to move. Now you find 
several women happily cutting and 
stitching away in a shop over the 
Randolph H ardw are Store. A cleverly 
arranged display room looks stra igh t 
out of New York. Mrs. Sm ith’s broth­
er, Mr. Pinkham, left his New York 
advertising to join the firm, and in­
duced W illiam W aters, form er H attie 
Carnegie designer to join them. So 
take a peek a t the label in your bag. 
You may find i t ’s a “ M argaret Sm ith’’ 
from Maine!
A bit of news from our Maine So­
cieties :
In W ashington on A pril 7th new 
officers were elected: President, Don­
ald R. L arrabee; 1st V. Pres., Mrs. 
Charlotte D rinkw ater; 2nd V. Pres., 
Robert C lark; 3rd V. Pres., Miss Kay 
Mills; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. 
W. Clark Noble; T reasurer, Miss 
K atherine Bigelow.
The annual Spring Ball was held 
a t the N ational Press Club, and the 
Annual Spring Picnic in June (baked 
beans fea tu red).
It was good to get a fine le tter from 
Mrs. B. G. Dudley, 858 No. Mentor 
Ave., Pasadena, this Spring. We take 
pains to mention her address hoping 
it will help some other Maine people 
reach her (and the Pasadena Maine 
Society) as it did the Erlon Foggs 
(form erly president of the W ashing­
ton Society) who spent some time in 
California and the H aw aiian Islands 
this past W inter (now back in P o rt­
land we expect). The Christm as Meet­
ing of the Pasadena Society featured  
a baked bean dinner. Seventy-five a t­
tended, and all feel very gratefu l to 
Governor Payne for his fine letter 
congratu lating  the group for meeting 
so many years (nearly 50) and f u r ­
nishing the beans. Mr. Harold W ilbur 
is president. Mrs. Dudley was chair­
man.
Beans are certainly popular where 
Maine folks meet, for nearly  every 
Maine society reported a bean dinner 
or picnic!
The Maine Women’s Club of N. Y. 
arranged some splendid windows in a 
prom inent city location this Spring, 
fea tu ring  Maine products and books,
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and these were la ter sold, and the 
proceeds sent to the Hyde Home at 
Bath. A t their April Meeting Miss 
Marion McKissack of Boothbay H ar­
bor showed colored slides. On May 12 
the Club was entertained by Mrs. 
Raymond Fogler a t her home, Hast- 
ings-on-Hudson. The new officers are : 
President, Miss Florence D. Pinkham ; 
1st V. Pres., Miss Mabel Duncan; 2nd 
V. Pres., Dr. Marion Crosby; T reas­
urer, Miss Edna C. H arrim an ; Re­
cording Secretary, Miss M ary A. Gil­
man; Corresponding Secretax-y, Miss 
Effie I. W ing (comment from the 
Cracker B arrel—if all M ainiacs were 
as good correspondents as Miss Wing, 
Editors and Cracker B arrel Column­
ists would rejoice) ; Auditor, Miss 
Abigail H arrim an ; H ospitality C hair­
man, Mrs. Ralph Stone and Miss Isa­
bel W hittier.
Now to the la test gleanings on 
Maine folks away: We hear th a t Dr. 
Robert A. Monroe of Auburn is hav­
ing a fascinating  career as research 
endocrinologist a t Oak Ridge, Tenn.— 
1st Lt. Nancy Quimby Burleigh of 53 
Chapel St., A ugusta, has recently re ­
ported to the 39th Medical Group of 
the 39th A ir Depot Wing, ElmendoiT 
A ir Base, Alaska. She has been previ­
ously a t Bolling Base, Wash., D. C.— 
More news of the m ilitary  is th a t 
Robert H. Williams of Readfield Depot 
has been made a M ajor and is w ith 
the Korean M ilitary Advisory Group 
of the IX Corps’ 6th ROK Div. (he 
was foi-merly a Professor a t Manlius, 
N. Y. in M ilitary T actics).— F irs t
Republican Mayor of Tucson, Arizona 
in 20 years, is F red Emery, form er­
ly of Bangor.
Sometimes our best source of news 
is a school Alumni Secretary, and 
Fred Mansfield of K ent’s Hill reports 
the following: A lfred F. Stevens fo r­
merly of N orth P’ayette, l’esides at 
Capistrano Beach, Calif., and spends 
his retirem ent in study of vegetable 
and flower culture. Recently retired  
a fte r thix-ty years’ service on the fac­
ulty of W heaton College, W heaton, 
111., is Miss Florence Cobb, a Chelsea, 
Maine, native; also recently retired 
from teaching in Tacoma, Wash., is 
Miss A lberta Black (Sidney, Maine) 
now living a t Penney Farm , Florida. 
Employed by the S tate of Wisconsin 
is Mrs. Ethel Malkson Andersen fo r­
merly of Danforth. A nother recently 
retired  person is Philip E. Foster, foi-- 
merly M anager of Shell Oil, Houston, 
Texas, and a Bar H arbor native, now 
living a t Inks Lake on the Colorado 
River. City Judge a t Zepherhills, 
Florida, is Carl Fellows of Mt. Ver­
non, Maine. Dr. Andrew D. E lia of 
W inthrop, now a Boston physician 
had the distinction of delivering the 
Allen quadruplets on Feb. 2nd a t Au­
dubon Hospital.
We hope you will pay us a visit 
Around the Cracker B arrel during 
this Summer. We m ight be able to 
put you in touch with old friends or 
help you find the places and activities 
you’d most enjoy. If  you don’t come 
back for a visit, do let us know w hat 
you are  doing!
Tribute hours in honor of the late Edna St. Vincent 
Millay of Rockland will be held from 2 to 4 p.m. on August 
9 a t the 11th annual S tate  of Maine W riters’ Conference 
a t Ocean Park. The program  will include reading of se­
lected Millay poems, music, short talks on the Maine poet 
and sim ilar appreciative features.
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*  *  *
Bar H arbor’s Junior Chamber of Commerce this Sum­
mer will have a youthful group of “guides” available to 
conduct visitors on tours of Mount Desert Island. The 
young men were selected through an essay contest in the 
high school and were given a fu rth e r tra in ing  course by 
local officials. Not only are they qualified to show visitors 
the routes to the best scenic spots on the island, but they 
have been instructed in highlights of the geology and his­
tory  of an area called by Henry Van Dyke “the most beau­
tifu l island in the world.”
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pient of your in teresting  g ift. You may attach  here 
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CONE sent with your compliments.
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Lubec
By Belva Bancroft MacBride
T  he foghorn sounds a dreary, warning note 
Of misty clouds that deepen silently.
A fisherman comes home. His sturdy boat 
Is quiet now and anchored in the sea.
Wild geese that ride the sky in eager flight 
Become an echo that is dim, morose,
And liquid darkness settles down as night
Descends and draws her velvet blankets close.
The bright-eyed Dawn wipes off her dewy tears, 
And lifts pale skirts of amethyst, until 
Out of the mist there suddenly appears 
A tiny town, fair jewel on a hill,
As if the Morning Goddess of the sky
Had brushed it from her gown in passing by.
By Dolores Cairns
T wice has the highway shifted over the years, 
And now it has withdrawn for half a mile, 
Leaving this grey and swallow-haunted shell 
To stand alone beside a grass-grown bend 
Astrew with black and crumbling asphalt slabs. 
Burdock and ragweed crowd its clapboard walls, 
Turned silver by the hands of rain and sun,
And yearly the elder spills its creamy bloom 
Against the tie-up window’s broken pane.
The meaning of how many season’s rests 
On this old neighbor of the wheeling stars,
That leans its slanting side to the east wind?
Old Barn In Maine
